Keys to Successful Combined Searches:

The following two searching techniques will enhance your searching results:  

A) Use quotation marks for adjacency searching, and 

B) Use Parentheses in combined searches.

A) Use quotation marks around words that should be searched as adjacent to each other.  

Example:  searching for information on  auction house  not auction and house individually.
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B1) Use parentheses in fields that contain more then one word.  

      Example:  Here is a search for books written by either “Sagan” or “Jerison”,

      AND for book titles which contain both of the words “evolution” and 

      “intelligence”. The parentheses should be used as illustrated below.
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B2) The “AND” operator always happens before the “OR” operator.  

Example:  
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In the above sample search:  “Jerison” as the author AND “evolution” in the Title is searched for first, and then, books returned in this search or “Sagan” as the author is searched for.  

To put it another way, the search of “Sagan OR Jerison AND evolution”,

Jerison AND evolution is searched for first even though Jerison and evolution are entered in two different boxes on the screen.  See #3 below for a solution.

B3) Search statements entered within the Parentheses “( )” always happens before  the other “AND” or “OR” operators.

Example:
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With the parentheses around the author names, “Sagan” or “Jerison”, books with either name are searched for first, and then “evolution” in the title is searched for. 

In example #1, using the parentheses in each search box forces the computer to separate the searches from each search boxes.
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