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Digital Content: Oral history interview with Sarah Edwards Charlesworth,
2011 November 2-9, Transcript

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information

This interview is part of the Archives of American Art Oral History Program, started in 1958 to document
the history of the visual arts in the United States, primarily through interviews with artists, historians,
dealers, critics and administrators.

Available Formats

Transcript is available on the Archives of American Art's website.

Restrictions

This transcript is open for research. Access to the entire recording is restricted. Contact Reference
Services for more information.

Biographical / Historical

Sarah Edwards Charlesworth (1947- 2013) was a conceptual artist and photographer in New York, New York. Judith
Olch Richards is a former executive director of iCl in New York, New York.

Scope and Contents

An interview of Sarah Edwards Charlesworth conducted 2011 November 2-9, by Judith Olch Richards, for the
Archives of American Art at Charlesworth's home, in New York, New York.
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Charlesworth speaks of growing up in Summit, New Jersey; her family members; her early decision to become an
artist; her experiences in elementary, junior high, and high schools; attending Bradford College in Massachusetts;
Douglas Huebler as an important professor and mentor; visiting her friend at Barnard College in New York City and
being exposed to the art scene and museums; attending Barnard to finish her undergraduate degree; her college
experience in NYC, meeting other artists, and visiting galleries in the 1960s and '70s; beginning to make money
off of her photography; her relationship with Joseph Kosuth; the gender inequalities and dynamics in the art world
and society and how it has changed; traveling to Europe; starting up The Fox magazine with Kosuth and others;
participation in Artists' Movement for Cultural Change, other publications, and forums; continuing her education;
her first shows in galleries; she discusses the series Modern History; the series Stills; the series Tabula Rasa; the
series In-Photography; the multiple series Objects of Desire; the series Academy of Secrets; the series Renaissance
paintings; meeting Amos Poe and getting married; having children and being a working artist at the same time;
her teaching positions and experiences; her transition from "appropriated" images to her own photographic work;
her process for creating works; her interest in the interpretation of visual language; her current work and lifestyle.
Charlesworth also recalls Kiki Smith, Judy Hudson, Douglas Huebler, Carl Andre, Robert Rauschenberg Joseph
Kosuth, Betsy Baker, Seth Siegelaub, Lawerance Weiner, Bob Barry, Barbara Novak prof, Roy Anderson, Meyer
Shapiro, Fred Friendly, Amos Poe, Lisett Model, Lucy Lippard, Gian Enzo Sperone, Nancy Spero, Leon Golub,
Anthony McCall, Richard Prince, Barbara Kruger, Laurie Simmons, Cindy Sherman, Jan Van (Vera) Cruz, Tony
Shafrazi, Sara VanDerBeek, Pat Steir, Elizabeth Murray, Susan Sterling, Louis Grachos, Louise Lawler, and others.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Women artists

Women photographers
Types of Materials:

Interviews

Sound recordings
Occupations:

Conceptual artists -- New York (State) -- New York
Photographers -- New York (State) -- New York
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