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Digital Content: Oral history interview with Jacinto Quirarte, 1996 Aug. 15-16,
Transcript

Audio: Oral history interview with Jacinto Quirarte, 1996 Aug. 15-16, Digital
Sound Recording (Excerpt)

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information

This interview is part of the Archives of American Art Oral History Program, started in 1958 to document
the history of the visual arts in the United States, primarily through interviews with artists, historians,
dealers, critics and administrators.

Restrictions

Transcript available on the Archives of American Art website.

Biographical / Historical

Jacinto Quirarte (1931-2012) is an art historian at the University of Texas, San Antonio. Quirarte is the author of
several books on Latin American art, among them "Mexican American Artists" (1973), "Izapan-Style Art" (1973),
and "Latin American Spirit: Art and Artists in the United States, 1920-1970" (1988).

Scope and Contents

An interview of Jacinto Quirarte conducted 1996 Aug. 15-16, by Paul Karlstrom, for the Archives of American Art.
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Scope and Contents

Quirarte discusses his professional and personal experience both as a Mexican-American growing up in the
Southwest and in California, and as an art historian who was among the first to identify and study the Chicano
art movement. He describes his family background, his attraction to figurative art as a student at San Francisco
State University, his interest in Mexican muralists, and his fascination with pre-Columbian art which became his
speciality. He further discusses his career in Latin America, particularly from the standpoint of multiculturalism and
regionalism in his native country; the problem of overlapping political/cultural entities and the connection between
pre-Columbian and Chicano situation; the notions of group identity, and shift from universalism to individual identity
as part of the Chicano art evolution.

General

Originally recorded on 5 sound cassettes. Reformatted in 2010 as 10 digital wav files. Duration is 5 hr., 7 min.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:
Indian art -- Central America
Latino and Latin American artists
Mexican American art
Mexican American artists

Types of Materials:
Interviews
Sound recordings

Names:

San Francisco State University -- Students

Occupations:
Art historians -- Texas -- San Antonio -- Interviews
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