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Collection Overview

Repository: Archives of American Art

Title: Ruth White Gallery records

Date: 1933-1974
(bulk 1956-1970)

Identifier: AAA.ruthwhit

Creator: Ruth White Gallery (New York, N.Y.) (Creator)

Extent: 7.1 Linear Feet

Language: English

Summary: The Ruth White Gallery records measure 7.1 linear feet and date from 1933
to 1974, with the bulk of the records dating from 1956 to 1970. Administrative
records document the running of the gallery, and artist files shed light on the
gallery's dealings with artists including Sylvia Bernstein, Jules Engel, Ida
Kohlmeyer, Kurt Seligmann, Audrey Skaling, and many others.

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information

The collection was donated by the Ruth White Gallery between 1969 and 1975.

Separated Materials

Material lent for microfilming on reel 34, Scrapbooks, 1956-1967, containing notices, clippings, and
articles about artists represented by the gallery, was returned to the donor and is not described in the
collection container inventory.

Available Formats

Portions of the collection are available on 35mm microfilm reels 34, N69-41, N69/55-N69/59, and
N69/113 at the Archives of American Art offices and through interlibrary loan. Researchers should note
that the arrangement of material described in the container inventory does not reflect the arrangement
of the collection on microfilm.

Processing Information

The collection received a preliminary level of arrangement after donation and was microfilmed on reels
34, N69-41, N69/55-N69/59, and N69/113.

The collection was processed and a finding aid prepared by Christopher DeMairo in 2021.

Preferred Citation

Ruth White Gallery records, 1933-1974. Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution.
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Restrictions

Use of original papers requires an appointment and is limited to the Archives' Washington, D.C.,
Research Center. Contact Reference Services for more information.

Conditions Governing Use

The Archives of American Art makes its archival collections available for non-commercial, educational
and personal use unless restricted by copyright and/or donor restrictions, including but not limited
to access and publication restrictions. AAA makes no representations concerning such rights and
restrictions and it is the user's responsibility to determine whether rights or restrictions exist and to obtain
any necessary permission to access, use, reproduce and publish the collections. Please refer to the
Smithsonian's Terms of Use  for additional information.

Biographical / Historical

The Ruth White Gallery was established in 1956 near Central Park in New York City, and specialized in contemporary
art. The gallery was affiliated with artists such as Muriel Castanis, Mildred Crooks, Jan Gelb, Ida Kohlmeyer, Ce
Roser, Kurt Seligmnan, and Audrey Skaling. Kohlmeyer and Castanis had their first solo exhibitions at the gallery
in 1959 and 1968 respectively, and Skaling and Kohlmeyer were both personal friends of Ruth White.

Ruth White (1911-1996) was an art dealer and collector. She was born in New York and studied under Kurt
Seligmann. Later in life she moved to Sarasota, Florida, but continued collecting paintings and sculpture by young
American artists.

Scope and Contents

The Ruth White Gallery records measure 7.1 linear feet and date from 1933 to 1974, with the bulk of the records
dating from 1956 to 1970. Administrative records document the running of the gallery, and artist files shed light on
the gallery's dealings with artists including Sylvia Bernstein, Jules Engel, Ida Kohlmeyer, Kurt Seligmann, Audrey
Skaling, and many others.

Administrative records include inventories, correspondence, provenance records, financial and shipping records,
printed material, price lists, and photographs of artwork and exhibitions. Also found are gallery and museum files
containing similar records, that document the gallery's relationship with other businesses and art institutions.

Artist files consist of biographical summaries and resumes, correspondence, some writings, price lists, invoices,
exhibition ephemera, newspaper clippings, photographs of artwork, and scattered photos of artists.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged as two series.

• Series 1: Administrative Records, 1940-1974, bulk 1956-1970 (Box 1-3; 2.1 linear feet)
• Series 2: Artist Files, 1933-1974, bulk 1956-1970 (Box 3-7, OV 8; 5 linear feet)

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
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Subjects:

Abstract expressionism
Surrealism
Women art dealers

Names:

Castanis, Muriel, 1926-2006
Gelb, Jan, 1906-1978
Kohlmeyer, Ida, 1912-1997
Seligmann, Kurt, 1900-1962
Skaling, Audrey
White, Ruth, 1911-1996

Functions:

Art galleries, Commercial -- New York (State) -- New York
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Container Listing

Series 1: Administrative Records, 1940-1974 (bulk 1956-1970)

2.1 Linear Feet (Box 1-3)

Scope and
Contents:

The series includes an artist contact list, inventories, correspondence, provenance records,
photographs of artwork, newspaper clippings, and some financial papers such as payments,
invoices, price lists, and several ledgers.

Printed material, shipping information, price lists, and photographs document exhibitions, including
Ruth White Gallery shows and exhibitions elsewhere that involved artwork from the gallery. Also
found in this series are correspondence, donation material, shipping information, printed material,
and exhibition ephemera that document dealings with other galleries and museums.

Arrangement: The bulk of the series is arranged alphabetically by subject, with exhibition files containing
a subgroup of files arranged chronologically by individual exhibition followed by more general
exhibition material.

Box 1, Folder 1 Advertising, Charles Z. Offin Bills Paid, 1956-1961

Box 1, Folder 2 Advertising, H. K. Press Bills Paid, 1956-1957

Box 1, Folder 3-10 Alphabetical Files, A-Z, 1956-1970

Box 1, Folder 11 Althouse, Thomas, Agent for Carlos Serpas and Cesar Zazueta, 1957-1958

Box 1, Folder 12 American Academy of Arts and Letters, 1940, 1957-1970

Box 1, Folder 13 Business Cards, Others, circa 1956-1970

Box 1, Folder 14 Chair Design Sketch, undated

Box 1, Folder 15 Collector Tours, 1958-1964

Box 1, Folder 16 Contact List, Artists, 1962-1970

Exhibitions

Box 1, Folder 17 Art U.S.A. 1958, 1957-1959

Box 1, Folder 18 Today's Prints (1958), Printed Material, 1958

Box 1, Folder 19 Four Contemporary Artists (1959-1960), Louisiana and Texas, 1959

Box 1, Folder 20 The Work of Ten Artists on the Theme "10" (1966), 10th Anniversary Show,
1966
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Box 1, Folder 21 Sculpture and the Frame (1967), 1963-1967

Box 1, Folder 22 Paintings: Sculptures: Prints (1970), Price List, 1970

Box 2, Folder 1 Rowland Traveling Exhibitions, 1958-1961

Box 2, Folder 2 M. Knoedler & Co., 1964-1965

Box 2, Folder 3 Group Sculpture Show, circa 1960s

Box 2, Folder 4 Group Shows, 1957-1970

Box 2, Folder 5-6 Outgoing Exhibitions, 1958-1966

Box 2, Folder 7 Exhibitions, Others Galleries and Museums, 1959-1974

Galleries and Museums

Box 2, Folder 8 A.G. Galerie; Paule Paray, 1958-1967

Box 2, Folder 9 Baltimore Museum of Art, 1963-1965

Box 2, Folder 10 Brooklyn Museum, 1958-1963

Box 2, Folder 11 Chatham Galleries, 1966

Box 2, Folder 12 Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts, 1960-1962

Box 2, Folder 13 Craven Galerie, 1958-1961

Box 2, Folder 14 D'Art Moderne Bale Galerie, 1958-1961

Box 2, Folder 15 DeCordova & Dana Museum and Park, 1958-1962

Box 2, Folder 16 Esther Robles Gallery, 1958-1962

Box 2, Folder 17 Henri Gallery, 1962-1966

Box 2, Folder 18 Irla Kert Galerie, 1962-1963

Box 2, Folder 19 Jeanne Bucher Galerie, 1958-1960

Box 2, Folder 20 Katonah Gallery, 1963-1966

Box 2, Folder 21 L'antipoete Librarie Galerie, 1961-1965

Box 2, Folder 22 Museum of Modern Art, New York, 1958-1970
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Box 2, Folder 23 Pioneer Museum and Haggin Art Gallery, 1959-1960

Box 2, Folder 24 Tao Galleria; Elisabeth Wong, 1961

Box 2, Folder 25 Wadsworth Atheneum, 1959-1961

Box 2, Folder 26 Whitney Museum, 1956-1969

Box 2, Folder 27 Moholy-Nagy, Sibyl, 1958

Box 2, Folder 28 Nebraska, University of, 1956-1957

Box 2, Folder 29 Office Supplies, Receipts, 1956-1961

Box 2, Folder 30 Paid Artists, 1956-1959

Box 2, Folder 31 Photograph, Asia, undated

Box 2, Folder 32 Photographer of Fine Art, Eugene Brenwasser, 1956-1962

Box 2, Folder 33 Printed Material, Articles and Newspaper Clippings, 1956-1968

Box 2, Folder 34 Publicity, 1957-1969

Box 2, Folder 35 Records of Artwork, 1958-1962

Box 2, Folder 36-37 Sales of Artwork, Ledgers, 1956-1962

Box 3, Folder 1 Sales of Artwork, Ledgers, 1962-1965

Box 3, Folder 2 Shipping, 1956-1966

Return to Table of Contents



Series 2: Artist Files Ruth White Gallery records
AAA.ruthwhit

Page 7 of 13

Series 2: Artist Files, 1933-1970, bulk 1956-1970

5 Linear Feet (Box 3-7, OV 8)

Scope and
Contents:

The series documents the gallery's relationships with many artists, especially Kurt Seligmann,
Audrey Skaling, Jules Engel, Ida Kohlmeyer, and Sylvia Bernstein. Folders typically include
correspondence with artists, photographs of artwork, price lists, invoices, exhibition ephemera, artist
biographical summaries and resumes, and newspaper clippings. Some files contain artist writings
and photos of artists.

Box 3, Folder 3 Acht, Rene, Photographs, 1956-1957

Box 3, Folder 4 Adler, Lee, 1967-1970

Box 3, Folder 5 Aguayo, Fermin, 1956-1960

Box 3, Folder 6 Armstrong, Eleanor, 1967-1970

Box 3, Folder 7 Arner, Robert, 1965-1969

Box 3, Folder 8 Arp, Jean, 1956-1958

Box 3, Folder 9-10 Balossi, John, 1964-1970

Box 3, Folder 11 Baum, Donald, 1956-1957

Box 3, Folder 12 Bedikian, K., 1956-1957

Box 3, Folder 13-14 Benoff, Miki, 1965-1966, undated

Box 3, Folder 15 Benton, Suzanne, undated

Box 3, Folder 16 Bernard, Simon, 1967-1969

Box 3, Folder 17-19 Bernstein, Sylvia, 1956-1963

Box 3, Folder 20 Biro, Antol, 1958-1959

Box 3, Folder 21 Bourgeois, Louise, 1966-1968

Box 3, Folder 22 Bren, Henri, 1958

Box 3, Folder 23 Brown, Dorothy, 1956-1958

Box 3, Folder 24 Brown, Gordon, 1968-1970

Box 3, Folder 25-26 Buchenholz, Bruce, 1965-1969, undated
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Box 3, Folder 27 Burch, Claire, 1960-1962

Box 3, Folder 28 Calabrone, 1967-1969

Box 3, Folder 29 Carter, Shirley B., 1969-1970

Box 3, Folder 30 Caserella, Edmund, 1958-1959

Box 3, Folder 31 Castanis, Muriel, 1968-1970

Oversize 8 Castor, Harold, Photographs of Sculptures, undated

Box 3, Folder 32-33 Chase, Doris, 1966-1970

Box 3, Folder 34 Chi-Yuang, Wang, 1960-1961

Box 3, Folder 35 Choy, Katherine, 1957-1958

Box 3, Folder 36-37 Citron, Minna, 1961-1964

Box 3, Folder 38 Conover, Robert, 1958-1963

Box 4, Folder 1 Cortlandt, Lyn, 1957-1958

Box 4, Folder 2 Countey, Edward, 1960-1962

Box 4, Folder 3-4 Crooks, Mildred, 1956-1963, 1970

Box 4, Folder 5 Day, Worden, 1958-1959

Box 4, Folder 6 Delaunay, Sonia, 1958

Box 4, Folder 7 Denes, Agnes, 1969-1970

Box 4, Folder 8 Diska, Pat, 1969-1970

Box 4, Folder 9 Dorazio, Piero, 1956-1957

Box 4, Folder 10 Dujovny, Gregorio, 1968-1970

Box 4, Folder 11 Eloul, Kosso, 1966-1969

Box 4, Folder 12-13 Engel, Jules, 1965-1969

Box 4, Folder 14-15 Engel, Jules, Photographs, circa 1960s

Box 4, Folder 16 Engli, Frank, 1956-1957

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=AAA.ruthwhit_ref108
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/viewer/?eadrefid=AAA.ruthwhit_ref111
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Box 4, Folder 17 Falguiere, Joel, 1963

Box 4, Folder 18 Feigenbaum, Harriet, 1968-1970

Box 4, Folder 19 Fink, Ray, 1956-1959

Box 4, Folder 20 Fitsch, Eugene, 1933, 1957-1958

Box 4, Folder 21 Flemming, Amy, 1956-1957

Box 4, Folder 22 Forsyth, Mimi, 1970

Box 4, Folder 23 Foster, Jane, 1958-1959

Box 4, Folder 24 Fox, Norma, 1956-1964

Box 4, Folder 25 Fraydas, Stanislas, 1959

Box 4, Folder 26 Freeman, John, 1959-1961

Box 4, Folder 27 Geiger, Edith, 1956-1964

Box 4, Folder 28 Geissbuhler, Arnold, 1964-1967

Box 4, Folder 29-30 Gelb, Jan, 1956-1970

Box 4, Folder 31 Gibbs, Howard, 1956-1958

Box 4, Folder 32 Glassner, Lister, 1969-1970

Box 4, Folder 33 Gross, Kranther, 1963-1964

Box 4, Folder 34 Gruber, Aaronel, 1960-1966

Box 4, Folder 35 Gursoy, Ahmet, 1968-1970

Box 4, Folder 36 Hadzi, Dimitri, 1957-1958

Box 5, Folder 1 Hall, Lee, 1967-1970

Box 5, Folder 2 Hamar, Irene, 1956-1965

Box 5, Folder 3 Hansen, James, undated

Box 5, Folder 4 Hecht, Mary Olive, 1960s

Box 5, Folder 5 Helion, Jean, 1948-1962
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Box 5, Folder 6 Hendricks, James, 1968-1970

Box 5, Folder 7 Hulbeck, Beate, 1961-1964

Box 5, Folder 8 Jagger, Gillian, 1964-1969

Box 5, Folder 9 Johnson, Buffie, 1959

Box 5, Folder 10-11 Jones, Amy, 1963-1969

Box 5, Folder 12 Keller, Harold, 1967-1968

Box 5, Folder 13-14 Kern, Arthur, 1961-1966

Box 5, Folder 15 Kirschner, Regina, 1956-1957

Box 5, Folder 16 Kliros, Ted, 1957-1958

Box 5, Folder 17-20 Kohlmeyer, Ida, 1959-1968

Box 6, Folder 1-2 Kohlmeyer, Ida, 1959-1968

Box 6, Folder 3 Kreindler, Doris, 1959-1960

Box 6, Folder 4-5 Kupferman, Lawrence, 1957-1961

Box 6, Folder 6 Lange, Martine, 1967

Box 6, Folder 7 Laughlin, Mortimer, 1957-1963

Box 6, Folder 8 Lieber, Gerson, 1958

Box 6, Folder 9 Lister, Jeanne, 1962-1964

Box 6, Folder 10 Macdonald, Julie, circa 1957

Box 6, Folder 11 Margo, Boris, 1957-1964

Box 6, Folder 12 Mark, Phyllis, 1966-1970

Box 6, Folder 13 Martin, Charles, 1957-1962

Box 6, Folder 14 Morrison, Clivia, circa 1960

Box 6, Folder 15 Mullen, Robert, 1966

Box 6, Folder 16 Myers, Legh, 1964-1967
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Box 6, Folder 17 Nay, Mary Spencer, 1962-1964

Box 6, Folder 18 Neustadt, Barbara, 1958-1959

Box 6, Folder 19 Newman, Christopher, 1970

Box 6, Folder 20 O'Hare, John, 1963-1964

Box 6, Folder 21 Padovano, Anthony, 1960-1963

Box 6, Folder 22 Parker, Roy D., 1955-1957

Box 6, Folder 23 Pasinski, Irene, 1970

Box 6, Folder 24 Perlmutter, Jack, 1958-1961

Box 6, Folder 25 Phillips, Barbara, 1958-1959

Box 6, Folder 26 Pierrakos, Alkis, 1959-1960

Box 6, Folder 27 Pilkington, Godfrey, 1960-1962

Box 6, Folder 28 Poor, Henry Varnum, 1957

Box 6, Folder 29 Prestini, James, 1965-1968

Box 6, Folder 30 Racz, Andre, 1953-1965

Box 6, Folder 31 Renouf, Edward, 1959-1963

Box 6, Folder 32 Rieger, Shay, 1966

Box 6, Folder 33 Roser, Ce, 1967

Box 6, Folder 34-35 Rowe, Reginald, 1963-1970

Box 6, Folder 36 Rubenstein, Lewis, 1965-1968

Box 6, Folder 37 Russell, Alfred, 1959-1960

Box 6, Folder 38 Russell, James, 1964-1967

Box 7, Folder 1 Russin, Robert, 1958-1961

Box 7, Folder 2-3 Saldanha, Firmino, 1957-1959

Box 7, Folder 4 Saldanha, Firmino, Slides, undated
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Box 7, Folder 5 Schacter, Justine, 1960-1962

Box 7, Folder 6 Schnabel, Day, 1950

Box 7, Folder 7 Segy, 1965-1966

Box 7, Folder 8-9 Seligmann, Kurt, 1956-1967

Box 7, Folder 10 Seligmann, Kurt, Price Lists, Invoices, Sales, 1959-1968

Box 7, Folder 11 Shimoda, Osamu, undated

Box 7, Folder 12 Signori, Sergio, 1958

Box 7, Folder 13 Simmons, Marion, circa 1969

Box 7, Folder 14 Simon, Bernard, undated

Box 7, Folder 15 Singer, Esther Forman, 1969-1970

Box 7, Folder 16 Sitarchur, Leon, 1966

Box 7, Folder 17-18 Skaling, Audrey, 1956-1969

Box 7, Folder 19-20 Solomon, Masha, 1966-1970

Box 7, Folder 21 Soshana, 1965-1967

Box 7, Folder 22 Sprague, Nancy, 1969-1970

Box 7, Folder 23 Stipe, William, 1956-1959

Box 7, Folder 24-25 Stoller, Helen, 1960-1966

Box 7, Folder 26 Tedeschi, Paul, 1960

Box 7, Folder 27 Tiley, Jim, 1965-1966

Box 7, Folder 28 Tindle, David, 1957-1959

Box 7, Folder 29 Tinkelman, Murray, Photographs, 1965

Box 7, Folder 30 Tulchin, Negative Slides, undated

Box 7, Folder 31 Uhl, Emmy, 1970

Box 7, Folder 32 Van Hoeydonck, Paul, 1962
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Box 7, Folder 33 Wells, Robert, 1969-1970

Box 7, Folder 34 Wise, Ronald, 1959-1962

Box 7, Folder 35 Painters and Sculptures, 1967

Box 7, Folder 36 Photographs of Artwork, undated

Return to Table of Contents
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