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Collection Overview

Repository: Archives of American Art

Title: Oral history interview with Joey Terrill

Date: 2017 December 30-31

Identifier: AAA.terril17

Creator: Terrill, Joey, 1955- (Interviewee)
Fialho, Alex, 1989- (Interviewer)

Extent: 9 Items (sound files (6 hr.,13 min.) Audio; digital, wav)
92 Pages (Transcript)

Language: English .

Digital
Content:

Digital Content: Oral history interview with Joey Terrill, 2017 December
30-31, Transcript
Audio: Oral history interview with Joey Terrill, 2017 December 30-31,
Digital Sound Recording (Excerpt)

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
This interview is part of the Archives of American Art Oral History Program, started in 1958 to
document the history of the visual arts in the United States, primarily through interviews with
artists, historians, dealers, critics and administrators.

Available Formats
Transcript is available on the Archives of American Art's website.

Biographical / Historical

Joey Terrill (1955- ) is an artist in Los Angeles, California. Alex Fialho (1989- ) is a curator and arts writer
who is the Programs Director for Visual AIDS in New York, New York.

Scope and Contents

An interview with Joey Terrill conducted 2017 December 30 and 31, by Alex Fialho, for the Archives of
American Art's Visual Arts and the AIDS Epidemic: An Oral History Project, at Terrill's home and studio in
Los Angeles, California.

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-joey-terrill-17532
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-joey-terrill-17532
https://www.aaa.si.edu/assets/audio/OHProgram/terril17_1of2_sd_track1_e.mp3
https://www.aaa.si.edu/assets/audio/OHProgram/terril17_1of2_sd_track1_e.mp3
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Scope and Contents

Terrill speaks of his family and upbringing in Los Angeles; early exposure to '60s politics and working-
class Chicano activism; early exposure to art-making; early understanding and experience of his queerness;
attending Cathedral High School and Immaculate Heart College; moving to New York in 1980; making and
distributing the first batch of Maricón and Malflora T-shirts; contemporary appreciation and revitalization of his
work; the genesis, production, distribution, reissue, and legacy of Homeboy Beautiful; his seroconversion in
1980; exhibiting his Chicanos Invade New York series in 1980; memories of the early AIDS crisis and ensuing
activism; testing HIV-positive in 1989, and subsequent developments in his art; his relationships with Mundo
Meza, Jack Vargas, Ray Navarro, Gerardo Velazquez, Alice Armendariz, Teddy Sandoval, Carlos Almaraz,
and Harry Gamboa, Jr; contributing an essay to the Art AIDS America catalogue; his still life painting practice;
his 2013 retrospective at ONE Archives; ideas for an new anniversary issue of Homeboy Beautiful; his
current and ongoing AIDS activism with AIDS Healthcare Foundation; and his hopes for future assessments
of his legacy. Terrill also recalls Carlton Dinnall, Patssi Valdez, Jim Aguilar, Gronk, Roberto Legorreta, Willie
Herrón, Terry Saunders, Richard Crawford, Sister Corita Kent, Joey Arias, Steven Fregoso, Victor Durazo,
Richard T. Rodriguez, David Frantz, Ondine Chavoya, Paul Polubinskas, Daniel Ramirez, Efren Valadez,
Carole Caroompas, Skot Armstrong, Greg Poe, Rea Tajiri, Richard Gildart, John Henninger, Craig Brown,
Chris Brownlie, Richard Starr, Paul Coleman, Steven Muñoz, Roger Horwitz, Dr. Eugene Rolgolsky, Jef
Huereque, Beto Araiza, Miguel Angel Reyes, Guillermo Hernandez, Monica Palacios, Robert Gil de Montes,
Eddie Dominguez, Simon Doonan, Jonathan Katz, Rob Hernandez, Dan Guerrero, Diane Gamboa, and
others.

System Details

Recorded on DR-100MKII 022546.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

AIDS (Disease) and the arts
Artists (LGBTQ)
Artists -- California -- Los Angeles -- Interviews
Gay artists

Types of Materials:

Interviews
Sound recordings

Names:

Visual Arts and the AIDS Epidemic: An Oral History Project


