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Collection Overview

Repository: Anacostia Community Museum Archives

Title: Banding Together: School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity Exhibition
Records

Date: 1925-2006

Identifier: ACMA.03-048

Extent: 1.5 Linear feet (2 box; digital files)

Language: English .

Summary: An exhibition on the history, community impact, and support of instrumental
music education in Washington, D.C. public schools from the 1880s to 2006.
The exhibit focuses on the development of junior and senior high school
cadet (military) bands and their evolution into the popular marching and
show band programs today. The exhibit was organized by the Anacostia
Community Museum in collaboration with Community Help In Music
Education and held from September 10, 2006 to May 14, 2007. These
records document the planning, organizing, execution, and promotion of the
exhibition. Materials include correspondence, newspaper clippings, articles,
original documentary photographs, and brochures.

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Records of Banding Together: School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity Exhibition were created by
the Anacostia Community Museum.

Preferred Citation
Banding Together: School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition records, Anacostia Community
Museum Archives, Smithsonian Institution.

Restrictions
Use of the materials requires an appointment. Please contact the archivist to make an appointment:
ACMarchives@si.edu.

Conditions Governing Use
Collection items available for reproduction, but the Archives makes no guarantees concerning copyright
restrictions. Other intellectual property rights may apply. Archives cost-recovery and use fees may apply
when requesting reproductions.
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Scope and Contents

The records of the exhibition Banding Together measure 2 linear feet and date from 1925 to 2006 (bulk dates 1970 to
2006). The records include administrative records, research files, floor plans, exhibit texts, oral histories, transcripts,
and project files.

Administrative records include correspondence, meeting minutes, project outline, list of potential artifacts, concept
statement, and contact lists.

Research files contain articles, clippings, and photocopies pertaining to school bands in the District of Columbia,
and high school music education in general, as well as articles on the following Washington, DC schools: Anacostia,
Ballou, Cardozo, Dunbar, Eastern, and Howard D. Woodson.

Oral history interviews contain compact discs, transcripts and indexes of interviews conducted with high school
band directors.

Exhibit files include floor plan layouts, photocopies of images and artifacts, brochures, object list, and scripts.

Photograph files include original documentation of school band parades, portraits of band directors, school band
uniforms and instruments, and photocopies of images borrowed for the exhibition.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Museum exhibits
Music -- Instruction and study
Parades

Types of Materials:

Portraits

Names:

Public Schools of the District of Columbia

Places:

Washington (D.C.)
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Container Listing

Series 1: Administrative records

Box 1, Folder 1 2: Exhibition planning, 2006

Box 1, Folder 2 2: Articles and Pamplets, 1985-2005

Box 1, Folder 3 2: Project outline, 2005

Box 1, Folder 4 2: List of bands and performances, 2006

Return to Table of Contents
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Series 2: Research Files

Box 1, Folder 4 2: Anacostia and Shaw High Schools, 1981-1996

Box 1, Folder 5 2: Ballou High School, 1973-2004

Box 1, Folder 6 2: Cardozo High School, 1949-1981

Box 1, Folder 7 2: Dunbar High School, 1972-1983

Box 1, Folder 8 2: Eastern High School, 1950-1982

Box 1, Folder 9 2: H.D. Woodson High School, 1979-1988

Box 1, Folder 10 2: Kelly Miller High School, 1969-1984

Box 1, Folder 11 2: McKinley High School, 1979

Box 1, Folder 12 2: Roosevelt High School, 1984

Box 1, Folder 13 2: Cadet High School, 1933-1971

Box 1, Folder 14 2: Orchestra research, 1902-1937

Box 1, Folder 15 2: Music articles, 1890-2006

Box 1, Folder 16 2: Musicians and bands photocopies, 1930-1989

Box 1, Folder 17 2: Musicians articles and photocopies, 1946-2003

Box 1, Folder 18 2: Bibliohraphies and research notes, 2005

Box 1, Folder 19 2: Martin Luther King Jr parade day photocopies, 2006

Box 2, Folder 20 2: Photocopies of bands, 1936-1980

Box 2, Folder 21 2: Photocopies of Anacostia High Schools's band, 1935-1975

Box 2, Folder 22 2: Photocopies of bands, 1984-1993

Box 2, Folder 23 2: Photocopies of marching bands, 1978-1991

Box 2, Folder 24 2: Photocopies of H.D. Woodson band, 1988-1992

Box 2, Folder 25 2: Photocopies of Cardoza and Cadet bands, 1933-1978
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Box 2, Folder 26 2: Articles and photocopies of bands, 1942-1994

Box 2, Folder 27 2: H.D. Woodson High School articles and photocopies, 1982-1997

Box 2, Folder 28 2: Photocopies of bands, 1970-1988

Box 2, Folder 29 2: Articles and photocopies of bands, 1946-1964

Box 2, Folder 30 2: Photocopies of music students and teachers, 1936-1957

Box 2, Folder 31 2: Object list, 2006

Return to Table of Contents
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Series 5: Photograph Files

Scope and
Contents:

This series include original documentation of school band parades, portraits of band directors,
school band uniforms and instruments, and photocopies of images borrowed for the exhibition.

H. D. Woodson High School

ACMA_03-048WBDrumMajor:  Drum Major portrait, H.D. Woodson High School,
2006
1 Digital image
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Drum Major Jonathon Walker of the H. D. Woodson Senior High

School Marching Band.
Genre/Form: Studio portraits
Topic: Drum majors

Marching bands
Place: Washington (D.C.)

ACMA_03-048DrumMajor1:  Drum Major portrait, H.D. Woodson High School, 2006
1 Digital image
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Jonathan Walker, drum major of the H. D. Woodson Marching Band,

demonstrates the signals and baton positions used by a drum major.
Place: Washington (D.C.)
Topic: Drum majors

Marching bands
Genre/Form: Studio portraits

ACMA_03-048DrumMajor2:  Drum Major portrait, H.D. Woodson High School, 2006
1 Digital image
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Jonathan Walker, drum major of the H. D. Woodson Marching Band,

demonstrates the signals and baton positions used by a drum major.
Place: Washington (D.C.)
Topic: Drum majors

Marching bands
Genre/Form: Studio portraits

ACMA_03-048DrumMajor3:  Drum Major portrait, H.D. Woodson High School, 2006
1 Digital image
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Jonathan Walker, drum major of the H. D. Woodson Marching Band,

demonstrates the signals and baton positions used by a drum major.
Place: Washington (D.C.)
Topic: Drum majors

Marching bands
Genre/Form: Studio portraits

ACMA_03-048WBKingTubas:  H.D. Woodson High School sousaphones, 2006

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref64
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref64
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref65
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref66
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref67
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref71
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1 Digital image
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Topic: Musical instruments

Brass instruments

Exhibition Opening, September 10, 2006

BandingTogether-9:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-5:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-6:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-7:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-8:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref58
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref54
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref55
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref56
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref57
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Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood
to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-10:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-11:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-12:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-13:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-14:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref28
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref29
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref30
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref31
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref32
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Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood
to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-15:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006

BandingTogether-16:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-17:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-18:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref33
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref35
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref36
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref37
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BandingTogether-19:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-2:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-20:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-21:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-24:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band parades through the neighborhood

to the Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together:
School Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening
celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref38
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref39
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref40
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref41
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref42
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BandingTogether-25:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Creator: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band performs on the grounds of the

Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together: School
as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-30:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band performs on the grounds of the

Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together: School
Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-31:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band performs on the grounds of the

Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together: School
Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-32:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band performs on the grounds of the

Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together: School
Bands as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

BandingTogether-33:  Howard University Marching Band, September 10, 2006
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Howard University Marching Band performs on the grounds of the

Anacostia Community Museum as part of Banding Together: School
as Instruments of Opportunity exhibition opening celebration.

Topic: Parades
Marching bands

Place: Washington (D.C.)

High School Band Directors portraits

ACM-RobertFelder:  Mr.Robert Felder Portrait

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref43
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref44
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref45
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref46
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref53
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.03-048_ref22
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1 Photograph (digital)
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Band director and instrumental music teacher, Kelly Miller Junior High

School, 1956-1967; Theodore Roosevelt High School, 1967-1968.
Founder and director of the instrumental music progrm, Univeristy of
the District of Columbia and its predecessors, 1968-1991.

Occupation: Band directors
Topic: Schools -- Washington (D.C.)
Genre/Form: Portraits -- African American men

ACM-RobertGil: Mr. Robert Gil, Sr., Portrait
1 Photograph (digital)
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Retired principal, Kelly Miller Middle School; former band director,

Cardozo High School, 1970s-1980s.
Occupation: Band directors
Topic: Schools -- Washington (D.C.)
Genre/Form: Portraits -- African American men

ACM-MrHankerson:  Mr. Charles Hankerson Portrait
1 Photograph (digital)
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Charles Edward Hankerson, Jr., band director and insturmental music

teacher, H. D. Woodson High School 1972-1994.
Occupation: Band directors
Topic: Schools -- Washington (D.C.)
Genre/Form: Portraits -- African American men

ACM-Milligen:  Mr. Sanders Milligan Portrait
1 Photograph (digital)
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Band director, H.D. Woodson High School; former band director,

Spingarn High School.
Occupation: Band directors
Topic: Schools -- Washington (D.C.)
Genre/Form: Portraits -- African American men

ACM-DarrellWatson:  Mr. Darrell Watson Portrait
1 Photograph (digital)
Photographer: Cummings, Steven M., 1965
Notes: Band director and insturmental music teacher, Ballous High School,

since ca. 1995.
Occupation: Band directors
Topic: Schools -- Washington (D.C.)
Genre/Form: Portraits -- African American men

Return to Table of Contents
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