
Anacostia Community Museum Archives
1901 Fort Place, SE
Washington, D.C. 20020
ACMArchives@si.edu
http://www.anacostia.si.edu/Collections/ArchiveCollection

Finding Aid to Henry Chalfant Photograph Collection
ACMA.06-124.9

ACM Staff

2020 September

http://www.anacostia.si.edu/Collections/ArchiveCollection


Table of Contents

Collection Overview ........................................................................................................  1
Administrative Information ..............................................................................................  1
Biographical...................................................................................................................... 1
Bibliography...................................................................................................................... 2
Container Listing ............................................................................................................. 3



Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs
ACMA.06-124.9

Page 1 of 8

Collection Overview

Repository: Anacostia Community Museum Archives

Title: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs

Date: 1977-1980

Identifier: ACMA.06-124.9

Extent: 24 Photographic prints

Language: English .

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Gift from the Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art in March 2019.

Processing Information
Biography written by Kimberly Probolus, April 2020.

Catalogued and encoded by Isaiah Washington, September 2020.

Restrictions
Use of the materials requires an appointment. Please contact the archivist at
acmarchives@si.edu.

Conditions Governing Use
Collection items available for reproduction, but the Archives makes no guarantees concerning
copyright restrictions. Other intellectual property rights may apply. Archives cost-recovery and
use fees may apply when requesting reproductions.

Biographical

Photographer and sculptor Henry Chalfant (1940 – ) lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. He earned
acclaim for documenting New York City's graffiti artists and hip-hop culture through photography and film
during the 1970s and early 1980s.

After studying Greek at Stanford University and earning his Bachelor of Arts, Chalfant moved to New York
City in 1973 to pursue a career as a sculptor. Inspired by the graffiti that he saw during his daily commute,
Chalfant began taking photographs of subway trains "in sequence"—a technique he developed that enabled
the capture of the street art on an entire train. His photographs earned him the trust of graffiti writers who
would notify Chalfant of new works and even suggested when and where to get a perfect shot. He quickly
became a leading authority on New York graffiti art.

Chalfant co-produced the award winning 1983 documentary film Style Wars, which documented early hip
hop culture and how young people in New York City used graffiti as a form of self-expression. He has also
co-authored publications including, Subway Art (1984) with Martha Cooper and SprayCan Art (1987) with
James Prigoff. More recently, Chalfant has serially published his archive of graffiti photographs.
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Henry Chalfant's photographs are in the permanent collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York, the Carnegie Institute in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the Groninger Museum in the Netherlands, and
the Bronx Museum in New York. His sculptures, photographs, and films have been exhibited nationally and
internationally in numerous group and solo exhibitions. Recent exhibitions including "Henry Chalfant: 1980"
at Eric Firestone Gallery and "Henry Chalfant: Art vs. Transit" at the Bronx Museum in New York.
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Container Listing

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_16-a:  PUSH, ART, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 8 x 16 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_22-a:  SLAVE, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 5 x 28 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_17-a:  LEE, SLAVE, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_18-a:  MACKIE, HYPE, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 5 x 25 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_19-a:  BLADE, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 5 x 28 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref1
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref2
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref3
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref4
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref5
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Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia
Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_23-a:  FUSE, FUSE, 1977
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 5 x 28 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_20-a:  SEK, GREG, 1978
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 6 x 30 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_21-a:  DEMON, THE REBELS, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 5 x 28 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_24-a:  HENRY, PAD, BADGE, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 7 X 39 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref6
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref7
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref8
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref9


Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs
ACMA.06-124.9

Page 5 of 8

Cabinet 11, Drawer
2

acma_06-124-9-12-a:  IT'S A MAD MAD MAD WORLD, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 5 x 26 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 11, Drawer
2

acma_06-124-9_13-a:  CRASH, NAC [top], SHY, KELL [bottom]
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 10 x 22 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 11, Drawer
2

acma_06-124-9_14-a:  SHY, COS [top], KEL, CRASH [bottom], 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 4 1/2 x 25 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 11, Drawer
2

acma_06-124-9_15-a:  MAD, SEEN, UART [top], MAD, PJ [bottom], 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 6 x 28 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 11, Drawer
2

acma_06-124-9_01-a:  REVOLT, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref10
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref11
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref12
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref13
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref14
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Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_03-a:  REVOLT, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_11-a:  FRITOS, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (8 x 10)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_05-a:  CYA, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma-06 -124-9_09-a:  ZEPHYR, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_02-a:  MITCH, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref15
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref16
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref17
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref18
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref19
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Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia
Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_07-a:  VANDAL, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (8 x 10)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_04-a:  VANDAL, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 10 x 22 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124-9_10-a:  CRUNCH, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses)

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma-06-124-9_06-a:  CRUNCH, 1980
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref20
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref21
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref22
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref23


Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs
ACMA.06-124.9

Page 8 of 8

Cabinet 10, Drawer
1

acma_06-124_08-a:  MARK 198, 1979
1 Coupler prints (chromogenic) (items; 8 x 10 inches)
Creator: Chalfant, Henry
Notes: Henry Chalfant Subway Graffiti Series Photographs, Anacostia

Community Museum, Smithsonian Institution, gift from the
Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art (Samuel A. and Sandra
Esses).

Place: New York (State) -- New York City
Topic: Graffiti art

Graffiti artists

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=ACMA.06-124.9_ref24

