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Collection Overview

Repository: National Anthropological Archives

Title: MS 2487 Dictionary and grammar of the Nez Perce language

Date: ca. 1873-1893

Identifier: NAA.MS2487

Creator: McBeth, Sue L., -1893

Extent: 2 Boxes

Language: Undetermined .

Administrative Information

Provenance
The bulk of the work was forwarded to the Smithsonian Institution at the author's death in 1893
by her sister, Kate C. Mc Beth.

Citation
Manuscript 2487, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution

Biographical / Historical

Compiled over a period of 20 years while the author was a missionary at Lapwai, Idaho.

Scope and Contents

Consists of the following sections: 1. English-Nez Perce vocabulary. 8 pages. Received in Smithsonian
Institution, August, 1875. 2. English-Nez Perce dictionary. 735 pages filled with English words but only
about 1800 Nez Perce equivalents have been filled in on a total of 405 pages. 3. Vocabulary notes.
Principally English-Nez Perce notations; some Nez Perce-English. Not alphabetically arranged. 2 volumes,
approximately 475 pages. (1 volume=approximately 200 pages, 2nd volume=approximately 275 pages)
This is apparently the original material from which the final or "clean" copy (Number 2 above) was being
prepared. It probably contains data which had not yet been entered in the final copy. 4. Nez Perce-English
vocabulary of ca. 40 terms occupying only 15 of 60 pages. 5. "Nez Perce Grammar." [Deals with verbs only.]
129 pages. 6. Verb conjugations and grammatical notes. Apparently the original from which the neat copy
of the verbs (Number 5, above) was prepared. Includes material on nouns, and possibly other data not in
the neat copy. Ca. 86 pages. 7. Nez Perce-English alphabetical list of particles, adverbs, conjunctions, etc.,
and grammatical notes. 22 pages.
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Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Indians of North America -- Plateau
Language and languages -- Documentation
Niimíipuu (Nez Perce)

Cultures:

Indians of North America -- Plateau
Niimíipuu (Nez Perce)


