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Collection Overview

Repository: National Air and Space Museum Archives

Title: WASP Binder: Pictures of Life and Training of the Women's Air Force
Service Pilots

Date: 1942-1944

Identifier: NASM.1989.0123

Creator: Haydu, Bernice Falk

Extent: 0.23 Cubic feet ((1 flatbox) (1 slim legal document box))

Language: English .

Summary: This collection, compiled by Bernice Falk Haydu, a former WASP 44-7,
contains original photographs, photocopies of photographs, class
rosters, graduation data, copies of certification, a WASP songbook, an
original Miss Fifinella color sketch by Walt Disney, and other related
material. The photographs are all captioned with information from
Mrs. Cliff Deaton, Chief Staff Executive Officer of the WASPs at
Avenger Field, Sweetwater, Texas. The material has been grouped in
a binder under the following subheadings: Avenger Field; Life on Base;
Wishing Well: Flight Training School; Physical Education and Marching;
Graduations; VIPs; and a Miscellaneous file.

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Bernice Falk Haydu, Gift, 1989, 1989-0123, NASM

Processing Information
Arranged, described, and encoded by Patti Williams, 1989. Digital assets attached by Allan
Janus, 2020.

Preferred Citation
WASP Binder: Pictures of Life and Training of the Women's Air Force Service Pilots, Acc.
NASM.1989.0123####, National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution.

Restrictions
No restrictions on access

Conditions Governing Use
Material is subject to Smithsonian Terms of Use. Should you wish to use NASM material in any
medium, please submit an Application for Permission to Reproduce NASM Material, available
at  Permissions Requests

http://airandspace.si.edu/permissions
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Biographical / Historical

With the entry of the United States into World War II, many American women pilots longed to volunteer
their skills to serve their country but were barred from flying for the US military due to their gender. Some
American women pilots, including well-known racing pilot Jacqueline "Jackie" Cochran, had already offered
their services to the British Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA), ferrying aircraft from the manufacturers to and
between air bases and freeing up male Royal Air Force (RAF) pilots for other duties. Cochran's experience
with the ATA led her to lobby long and hard for a similar organization in the US. Initially, two organizations
were formed to allow American women pilots to participate in the war effort. On September 10, 1942, the
Women's Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron (WAFS), consisting of commercially licensed women pilots under the
leadership of Nancy Harkness Love, was created as part of the US Army Air Corps' Air Transport Command.
On November 16, 1942, a women pilot training program designed to supply pilots for the WAFS was begun
under Cochran's leadership as the Women's Flying Training Detachment (WFTD). Initially based at Howard
Hughes Municipal Airport in Houston, Texas, the WFTD was soon moved to Avenger Field at Sweetwater,
Texas. On August 5, 1943, the WAFS and the WFTD were merged to form the Women Airforce Service
Pilots (WASP), with Cochran as director of the WASP and its training division and Love as director of the
ferrying division. Between November 17, 1942, and December 7, 1944, the 1,074 women who earned WASP
wings flew 60 million miles for the US Army Air Corps. From light aircraft, the WASPs advanced quickly to
fly every type of Air Corps aircraft in use at the time. Except for aerial gunnery and formation flying, these
women received the same training as the male pilots. WASPs ferried planes, towed anti-aircraft artillery
training targets, flew tracking, simulated bombing missions, performed radio control, flight tested aircraft,
gave instrument instruction and performed many other duties. Their work allowed more men to participate
in aviation combat roles.

Bernice Falk Haydu (1920-2021) was a member of WASP class 44-7. Known as Bee Falk at the time, she
volunteered for the civilian Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) in early 1944 because she loved flying and
wanted to help the war effort. She trained for seven months at Avenger Field in Sweetwater, Texas, where
she logged 210 hours in various aircraft. She went on to serve at Pecos Army Airfield as an engineering test
pilot and a utility pilot before the WASP program was canceled in December 1944. After the war, she worked
as a freelance flight instructor, ferry pilot, and later owned a Cessna dealership and flight school. Haydu
served as president of the WASP alumni association, Order of the Fifinella, between 1975-78, spearheading
efforts for recognition for the WASP. In 1977, the WASP were granted military veteran status. Haydu was
one of three surviving WASP to stand beside President Obama in 2009 as he awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal to the WASP for their service during World War II.

Scope and Contents

This collection compiled by Bernice Falk Haydu, a former WASP 44-7, contains original photographs,
photocopies of photographs, class rosters, graduation data, copies of certification, a WASP songbook, an
original Miss Fifinella color sketch by Walt Disney, and other related material. The photographs are all
captioned with information from Mrs. Cliff Deaton, Chief Staff Executive Officer of the WASPs at Avenger
Field, Sweetwater, TX. The material has been grouped in a binder under the following subheadings: Avenger
Field; Life on Base; Wishing Well: Flight Training School; Physical Education and Marching; Graduations;
VIPs; and a Miscellaneous file.

Note: The digital images in this finding aid were repurposed from scans made by an outside contractor for a
commercial product and may show irregular cropping and orientation in addition to color variations resulting
from damage to and deterioration of the original objects.
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Arrangement

The WASP Binder: Pictures of Life and Training of the Women's Air Force Service Pilots Collection is
arranged in its original order.

General

NASMrev

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Aeronautics
Aeronautics, Military
Miss Fifinella (Fictitious character)
Women and the military
Women in aeronautics
Works of art
World War, 1939-1945
World War, 1939-1945 -- Aerial operations

Types of Materials:

Photographs
Songbooks

Names:

Avenger Field -- Sweetwater, TX
Cochran, Jacqueline
Haydu, Bernice Falk
United States. Army Air Forces
United States. Army. Air Corps
Women Airforce Service Pilots (U.S.)
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Container Listing

Box 1, Folder 1 Photographs Corresponding to WASP Binder A4490 - A4565K

Box 1, Folder 2 Photographs Corresponding to WASP Binder A4566 - A4571G

Box 1, Folder 3 WASP Images: 93-9685 - 93-9693

Box 2, Folder 1 WASPs Binder: Pictures of Life and Training of the Women's Air Force
Service Pilots, c.1942-1944, Scrapbook # 1

Box 2, Folder 2 WASP Logos

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.1989.0123_ref505
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.1989.0123_ref506
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.1989.0123_ref507
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.1989.0123_ref508
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.1989.0123_ref508
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.1989.0123_ref509

