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Collection Overview

Repository: National Air and Space Museum Archives

Title: Philippine Civil Aviation Scrapbook [Edith Dizon]

Date: 1965-1967

Identifier: NASM.XXXX.0281

Creator: Dizon-Fitzsimmons, Edith Albaladejo, 1922-

Extent: 0.24 Cubic feet (1 flat box)

Language: English .

Summary: Edith Albaladejo Dizon Fitzsimmons (1922--2014) was a music teacher,
writer, and pilot in the Philippines and later Australia. This collection
consists of a scrapbook created by Edith Albaladejo Dizon Fitzsimmons that
documents both her life and career, but also civil aviation in the Philippines
more generally.

Digital Content: Image(s): Philippine Civil Aviation Scrapbook [Edith Dizon]

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Edith A. Dizon, Gift, Date Unknown, NASM.XXXX.0281

Processing Information
Arranged, described, and encoded by Jessamyn Lloyd, 2021.

Preferred Citation
Philippine Civil Aviation Scrapbook [Edith Dizon], NASM.XXXX.0281, National Air and Space Museum,
Smithsonian Institution.

Restrictions
No restrictions on access

Conditions Governing Use
Material is subject to Smithsonian Terms of Use. Should you wish to use NASM material in any medium,
please submit an Application for Permission to Reproduce NASM Material, available at  Permissions
Requests .

Biographical / Historical

Edith Albaladejo Dizon Fitzsimmons (1922--2014) was a music teacher, writer, and pilot in the Philippines and later
Australia. Dizon began flying in 1959, receiving instruction at the Philippine Air Transport Service (PATS) in Manila.
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Dizon received private pilot license no. 1202. In addition to being an active pilot, Dizon was also an organist for
several churches as well as a music teacher, served for a time as a public relations officer for the Philippines Civil
Aeronautics Administration, and was a free-lance writer who published numerous articles about her experiences as a
pilot and the difficulties facing women pilots in general, as well as general aviation-related articles. These endeavors
helped Dizon support her six children after the death of her first husband, D. Paulo Dizon. In 1967, Edith Dizon joined
the Ninety-Nines and the Philippine Airmen's Organization (of which she was a member) provided funding for her to
be able to attend the Ninety-Nines convention in the United States that year. Also in 1967, Dizon was the only female
pilot on a goodwill flight to Sabah, Borneo that was sponsored by the Philippine Airmen's Organization. Dizon also
held a record in the Philippines for high altitude flight in a light aircraft, having reached 13,120 feet without the use
of oxygen. In 1970, Dizon emigrated with her children to Australia where she worked as the public relations officer
for the Mission of St James and St John in Melbourne before marrying her second husband Ray Fitzsimmons and
moving to Shepparton, Victoria in 1973. Together they were responsible for the creation of Philippines House at the
International Village there. In the 1990s, Dizon traveled to the United States to complete a master's degree in music
therapy and enrolled in a doctoral program in women's studies at La Trobe University upon her return to Australia in
1995. Dizon also continued to teach music, perform as an organist, and lecture. Dizon celebrated her 70th, 80th, and
85th birthdays with parachute jumps. In 1998, Dizon published a book of essays on her philosophy of life entitled,
The Sky's the Limit. Dizon founded the Goulburn Valley Organ Club, the Filipino-Australian Friends Association, and
the Goulburn Valley Multicultural Youth Singing Bell Choir, and was the recipient of numerous honors and awards
including the Pamana Ng Pilipino Presidential Award for Filipino Individuals Overseas (2000), the Centenary Medal
to commemorate the Federation of Australia (2001), and the Victoria Senior Australian of the Year award (2002).
Dizon was also selected to be portrayed on postage stamps as part of the Australia Post's "Face of Australia" series
in 2000 and was the subject of a documentary produced in 2002 by Central Philippine University.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of a scrapbook created by Edith Albaladejo Dizon Fitzsimmons that documents both her life
and career, but also civil aviation in the Philippines more generally. The spiral bound scrapbook, which covers the
approximate time period of 1965--1967 and is extensively captioned by Dizon, includes a map of airports and airfields
in the Philippines; lists of commercial and government owned aircraft; a brief history of the Philippine Airmen's
Organization; information on the Philippine Air Transport Service (PATS) and the Philippines Civil Aeronautics
Administration; and articles written by Dizon on aviation topics including difficulties facing female pilots, different
women's motivations for flying, and air traffic control. There are many photographs of Dizon, including several of
her in or posed with aircraft, and of additional interest is information and photographs of other female pilots in the
Philippines including Virginia Flores Rivera; Benita Yu; Lolita Butac; Felicia Natividad; Susan Ruiz; Rosario Spirig;
Herminigilda Argones; as well as a British pilot operating from Sabah, Borneo, Mary Skitch. The scrapbook also
contains news clippings and correspondence. A portion of the scrapbook documents the record-setting round-the-
world (Manila-to-Manila) flight by Robert and Joan Wallick flying in their Beech Baron C55 Philippine Baron in June
1966.

Arrangement

Collection is in original order.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:
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Subjects:

Aeronautics
Women air pilots

Types of Materials:

Scrapbooks
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