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Collection Overview

Repository: National Air and Space Museum Archives

Title: Foggiani World War I and Reunion Collection

Date: Circa 1917 to 1969

Identifier: NASM.XXXX.0895

Extent: 0.66 Cubic feet (1 flat box)

Language: English , Italian .

Summary: "The Foggiani" is the term used to refer to American military aviators
who were trained in Foggia, Italy during World War I at the Eighth
Aviation Instruction Center. In 1969, some of the Foggiani returned
to Italy for a reunion trip organized by the Italian Ministry of Defense
and the Italian Air Force. This collection consists of scrapbooks,
photographs, correspondence, and news clippings related to The
Foggiani, both in terms of training and service in World War I and of the
1969 return trip to Italy made by some of the pilots.

This collection contains materials in English and materials in Italian.

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Unknown, Found in collection, NASM.XXXX.0895

Processing Information
Arranged and described (2011) and encoded (2021) by Jessamyn Lloyd.

Preferred Citation
Foggiani World War I and Reunion Collection, NASM.XXXX.0895, National Air and Space
Museum, Smithsonian Institution.

Restrictions
No restrictions on access

Conditions Governing Use
Material is subject to Smithsonian Terms of Use. Should you wish to use NASM material in any
medium, please submit an Application for Permission to Reproduce NASM Material, available
at  Permissions Requests .

Biographical / Historical

"The Foggiani" is the term used to refer to American military aviators who were trained in Foggia, Italy
during World War I at the Eighth Aviation Instruction Center. Due to a lack of facilities in the United States,
approximately 500 Americans were sent to Foggia for flight training with American and Italian instructors.

http://airandspace.si.edu/permissions
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Upon completion of their training, the pilots were commissioned in the US Army Air Service. In 1969, some
of the Foggiani returned to Italy for a reunion trip organized by the Italian Ministry of Defense and the Italian
Air Force which included visits to various historic and cultural sites in Italy as well as audiences with various
Italian dignitaries, Pope Paul VI, and members of the Caproni family.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of scrapbooks, photographs, correspondence, and news clippings related to The
Foggiani, both in terms of training and service in World War I and of the 1969 return trip to Italy made by
some of the pilots. The first scrapbook, which measures approximately 13 by 9 inches and is made of paper
pages bound with string, contains images taken during World War I of various Foggiani pilots as well as
images of various sites in Italy (including some aerial). Images of the Caproni Ca.33 (Military Ca.3, Ca.450)
can also be seen in this album. The second scrapbook, which measures approximately 10 by 12 inches and
is cloth-bound with adhesive coated "magic" pages, contains photographs and mementos from the 1969 trip
including an official program containing the itinerary (in Italian and English); a detailed, typewritten account
of the trip written by Arthur Douglas Farquhar (one of the Foggiani pilots); a list of attendees; and some
additional World War I era photographs. The third scrapbook, leather-bound and measuring approximately
14 by 11 inches, is an official photo album of the 1969 trip compiled by the Italian Ministry of Defense.
There is also a letter to Mr. Norman Sweetser accompanying this album. All three of the scrapbooks contain
extensive caption information. This collection also contains twelve loose photographs of various sizes, mostly
black and white, that appear to have been taken at a National Air and Space Museum event which included
Foggiani pilots as well as members of the Caproni family. Also in the collection are a letter from Dr. Giovanni
Caproni; a news clipping about the 1969 trip, in Italian; and a folio of Italian news clippings and photographs
related to the 1969 trip (labeled N. Sweetser) which also includes a photocopy of a letter from the Mayor
of Foggia to the Foggiani pilots.

Arrangement

In the 1980s, many items in this collection were reproduced on National Air and Space Museum Archival
Videodisc 2, a LaserDisc CAV format 12-inch (30 cm) optical disc published by the Smithsonian Institution.
Print numbers applied during videodisc production are used as item-level image numbers (print numbers
NASM 00147423 to NASM 00147907 and NASM 00176964 to 00176996, videodisc frame capture numbers
VD-2A47423 to VD-2A47907 and VD-2B26964 to VD-2B26996) and the collection is stored in videodisc
number order. Scrapbooks/albums are in original order. Some textual material in scrapbooks/albums has
not been reproduced.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Aeronautics
Aeronautics, Military
Air pilots
Caproni Ca.3
World War, 1914-1918

Types of Materials:

Correspondence
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Newspaper clippings
Photographs
Scrapbooks

Places:

Italy
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Container Listing

Box 1, Folder 1 [Loose items]
Image(s): [Loose Items, Foggiani World War I and Reunion Collection,
NASM.XXXX.0895]
Notes: Contains image numbers NASM 00147423 to NASM

00147451 (videodisc frame capture numbers VD-2A47423 to
VD-2A47451).

Box 1, Folder 2 N. Sweetser [Scrapbook]
Image(s): N. Sweetser [Scrapbook, Foggiani World War I and Reunion
Collection, NASM.XXXX.0895]
Notes: Contains image numbers NASM 00147452 to NASM 00147456

(videodisc frame captures VD-2A47452 to VD-2A47456).

Box 1, Folder 3 [Photo Album]
Image(s): [Photo Album, Foggiani World War I and Reunion Collection,
NASM.XXXX.0895]
Notes: Contains image numbers NASM 00147457 to 00147474

(videodisc frame captures VD-2A47457 to VD-2A47474).

Box 1, Folder 4 Texas Foggia 1917-18 [Photo Album]
Image(s): Texas Foggia 1917-18 [Photo Album, Foggiani World War I and
Reunion Collection, NASM.XXXX.0895]
Notes: Contains image numbers NASM 00147475 to 00147907

(videodisc frame captures VD-2A47475 to VD-2A47907).

Box 1, Folder 5 Visita in Italia Dei Piloti Americani Addistrati Sull Aerporto Di Foggia Durante
La Guerra [Photo Album]
Image(s): SWEETSER, N PHOTO ALBUM (MAY 1969) [Foggiani World War I
and Reunion Collection, NASM.XXXX.0895]
Notes: Contains image numbers NASM 00176964 to 00176996

(videodisc frame captures VD-2B26964 to VD-2B26996).
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