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Collection Overview

Repository: National Air and Space Museum Archives

Title: Tony Stadhlman and Bud Morriss Souvenir Framed Photograph

Date: 1915, circa 1920s

Identifier: NASM.XXXX.1211

Extent: 0.07 Cubic feet (1 box; Photograph, gelatin silver cellulose acetate
transparency (copied from a black and white halftone screened image)
mounted in 0.45-inch thick black painted wood frame with rounded
corners; thick, flocked, faded burgundy oval vignette mat; backed with
text-printed brown paper.; 3.4 x 4.25 x 0.45 inches)

Language: English .

Summary: This collection consists of three copies of a photograph of Anthony
"Tony" Stadlman and Percy G. B. "Bud" Morriss seated in the cockpit
of Morriss's Benoist flying boat in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The
photograph, probably produced as a souvenir item at some time in the
1920s, is mounted in a small black-painted wood frame with a thick,
flocked, oval mat, and carries this printed text on the reverse: "This is
an authentic photograph taken in Grand Rapids, 1915, of P. G. B. (Bud)
Morriss at the Controls of his Benoist Flying Boat, accompanied by his
Chief mechanician, Tony Stadlman, who later became Superintendant
of the Lockheed Airplane Company in Burbank."

Container: Box 1

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Unknown, circa 1920s; and Gift, Mrs. E. Hutchings, November 1967; NASM.XXXX.1211

Processing Information
Arranged, described, and encoded by Melissa A. N. Keiser, 2019.

Preferred Citation
Tony Stadhlman and Bud Morriss Souvenir Framed Photograph, Acc. XXXX.1211, National Air
and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution.

Restrictions
No restrictions on access

Conditions Governing Use
Material is subject to Smithsonian Terms of Use. Should you wish to use NASM material in any
medium, please submit an Application for Permission to Reproduce NASM Material, available
at  Permissions Requests .

http://airandspace.si.edu/permissions


Tony Stadhlman and Bud Morriss Souvenir Framed Photograph
NASM.XXXX.1211

Page 2 of 4

Biographical / Historical

Percy George Brockhurst Morriss (better known as P. G. B. "Bud" Morriss) was born December 13, 1885, in
Bromsgrove, near Redditch, Worcestershire, England. Morriss went to sea at age 15, and spent his teenage
years travelling aroung the world as a merchant seaman. At age 23 he emigrated to Canada, and in July
1909 crossed the border into the United States, giving his occupation as "wireless telegraph operator" and
was soon employed as an assistant engineer by the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company. Morriss became
interested in aviation, and in early 1911 soloed in a Bleriot aircraft. He joined the American Eagle Aircraft
Company and flew with John A. D. McCurdy in Palm Beach, Florida. In February 1911, Morriss made use of
his wireless skills , and—with McCurdy as pilot—became the first man to send and receive radio signals from
an airplane in flight. After a brief association with the Curzon Aviators, Morriss joined the Benoist Aeroplane
Company of St. Louis, Missouri. Morriss spent three years with Benoist as an aviator, then left to become the
managing editor of the weekly aviation journal Aero and Hydro. Six months later he returned to Benoist as
sales manager. In 1917, Morriss organized the Bud Morriss Airplane School in Chicago, Illinois. When the
United States entered World War I, Morriss enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was detailed to the Great Lakes
Aviation School near Chicago as Executive Officer of Aviation. Morriss was discharged in 1919 following
the end of the war, and returned to his civilian aviation activities in the Great Lakes area. In 1928, Morris
became one of the founding members of the Early Birds of Aviation, an organization of pilots who flew solo
in an aircraft prior to December 17, 1916, the 13th anniversary of the Wright Brothers' famous first powered
flight. In the 1930s, Morriss managed the Hotel Clark in Los Angeles, and remained active in the Early Birds.
Morris died in 1944.

Anthony "Tony" Stadlman was born in Kourim, Bohemia, Czechoslovakia in January 12, 1886, and emigrated
to the United States in September 1905, settling in Chicago. In 1911, Stadlman was employed by Sam Dixon,
who had formed the International Aeroplane Company to manufacture airplanes, do exhibition flying, and
run a flight school. In 1912, Stadlman joined the Milwaukee School of Aviation, learned to fly, and soloed in
a modified Curtiss aircraft on October 28, 1912, at West Allis, Wisconsin. In late 1915, Stadlman rebuilt a
Benoist flying boat for Bud Morriss, who was in the process of organizing his flying school. Stadlman became
Chief Engineer for the Michigan Aircraft Company in 1917, and then in the fall of 1918 moved to California
to join the Loughead Aircraft Manufacturing Company (later Lockheed Aircraft Company), where he worked
with Allan Loughead and Jack Northrop on the development of the monocoque fuselage. Stadlman stayed
with the company through the 1920s into the 1930s. During World War II, Stadlman came out of retirement
to work for North American Aviation; he died in 1982.

Scope and Contents

This collection consists of three copies of a circa 1920s souvenir photograph of Stadlman and Morris, each
carrying this printed text on the reverse: "This is an authentic photograph taken in Grand Rapids, 1915, of P.
G. B. (Bud) Morriss at the Controls of his Benoist Flying Boat, accompanied by his Chief mechanician, Tony
Stadlman, who later became Superintendant of the Lockheed Airplane Company in Burbank." Two of the
copies have intact frames, the third copy is missing its frame and mat and consists of only the photograph
adhered to its printed backing paper.

Arrangement

This collection is in item number order.
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Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Aeronautics
Air pilots
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Container Listing

NASM 00169825
Notes: 3.4 x 4.25 x 0.45 inch artifact, gelatin silver cellulose acetate

copy transparency (copied from a black and white halftone
screened image) mounted in 0.45-inch thick black painted wood
frame with rounded corners; thick, flocked, faded burgundy oval
vignette mat; backed with text-printed brown paper; dark blue
felt tip pen number (C04630.00) annotation on reverse.

NASM 9A08651
Notes: 2.9 x 3.9 inch irregularly shaped gelatin silver cellulose acetate

copy transparency copied from a black and white halftone
screened image; wrinkled transparency adhered to original
printed backing paper with cellophane tape (does not include
frame), both removed from frame.

NASM 9A16505
Notes: 3.4 x 4.25 x 0.45 inch artifact, gelatin silver cellulose acetate

copy transparency (copied from a black and white halftone
screened image) mounted in 0.45-inch thick black painted wood
frame with rounded corners; thick, flocked, faded burgundy
oval vignette mat; backed with text-printed brown paper; severe
wrinkling of transparency; backing paper torn at top right corner
and pulled away from frame; orange enamel paint stain at left
side of reverse.

https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.XXXX.1211_ref1
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.XXXX.1211_ref2
https://edan.si.edu/slideshow/slideshowViewer.htm?eadrefid=NASM.XXXX.1211_ref3

