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Collection Overview

Repository: Archives Center, National Museum of American History

Title: Hoopes Bro. & Darlington, Inc., Records

Date: 1834-1978
(bulk 1920s-1930s)

Identifier: NMAH.AC.1578

Creator: Hoopes Brother & Darlington, Inc. (Manufacturer)

Extent: 4.6 Cubic feet (15 boxes, 1 map folder)

Language: English .

Summary: Records document the activities of the Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington Company,
manufacturers of wooden wheels in West Chester, Pennsylvania.

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Immediate source of acquisition unknown.

Provenance
Materials originally collected for the Museum of History and Technology, Division of Road Transportation.
Collection transferred to the Archives Center from the Division of Work and Industry in September 2022.

Related Materials
Materials at the Archives Center
Warshaw Collection of Business Americana, Series Wagons, NMAH.AC.0060

Hagan Brothers Carriage and Wagonmakers records, NMAH.AC.1154

Samuel J. Meeks Carriage Works Records, NMAH.AC.1502

James Cunningham, Son and Company records, NMAH.AC.1193

Materials at Other Organizations
Hagley Museum and Library

The Hoopes Brothers & Darlington Inc. photograph collection (Accession 1969.099)

Collection consists of miscellaneous images from the company, largely dating between 1900 and 1948,
as well as advertising material and letterheads. The photographs include images of the company's exhibit
at the 1876 International Exposition in Philadelphia; an unidentified ca. 1890 trade show; their saw mill in
Jackson, Mississippi, ca. 1910; various models of wooden wheels; two automobiles with wooden wheels;
and views of the factory.

The Last Wheel Works: The Industrial Archaeology of a Wood Wheel Manufactory
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16 mm film produced in 1975 and sponsored by the Smithsonian and the Eleutherian Mills-Hagley
Foundation about the manufacturing process employed by Hoopes Brothers & Darlington, a wooden
wheel producer located in West Chester, Pennsylvania. The film details each step required to fashion
a 16-spoke carriage wheel from raw lumber. Directed by Peter H. Smith and Robert M. Vogel. Written
by Pierce Atkins. Filmed by Albert J. Robinson and Frank T. Herzog. Post Production by John W. Hiller
and Karen Loveland. Technical support by Robert A. Howard, John D. Milner, Julia F. Davis, and Don
Berkebile. With financial support from the Raymond John Wean Foundation.

Chester County Historical Society, West Chester, Pennsylvania

Thomas Hoopes Family Papers, 1876-1890

The bulk of the documents were written between 1876 and 1890, and addressed to Amanda Hoopes
(unless otherwise indicated). Many of the letters were written by various members of the extended family,
but a considerable amount of them were written by Thomas and sent to Amanda while she was residing
in Elmira, New York. Also included are a collection of stamps and several blank postcards and envelopes.

Processing Information
Collection processed by Alison Oswald, archivist, 2023.

Preferred Citation
Hoopes Bro. & Darlington, Inc., Records, Archives Center, National Museum of American History

Restrictions
Collection is open for research. Unprotected photographs must be handled with gloves.

Conditions Governing Use
Collection items available for reproduction, but the Archives Center makes no guarantees concerning
copyright restrictions. Other intellectual property rights may apply. Archives Center cost-recovery and
use fees may apply when requesting reproductions.

Historical

Hoopes Bro. & Darlington Wheel Works of West Chester, Pennsylvania was founded in 1867 by William and Thomas
Hoopes to manufacture wooden wheels for carriages, wagons, and later automobile and motor truck wheels. In
1868, their cousin Edward S. Darlington joined the company. The company also made baseball bats and skis.

Content Description

Records document the activities of the Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington Company in West Chester, Pennsylvania, a
manufacturer of wooden spokes for wheels. Materials include photographs, blueprints, price lists, catalogs, patents,
correspondence, articles, film scripts and other supplemental documention for the film, "The Last Wheel Works: The
Industrial Archaeology of a Wood Wheel Manufactory," and an oral history transcript with Thomas Hoopes, Jr.

Arrangement

Collection is arranged into four series.

Series 1: Operational Records, 1885-1964

Series 2: Patent Materials, 1834-1936
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Series 3: Drawings, 1867-1955

Series 4: The Last Wheel Works Film Project Records, 1968-1969, 1978

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Wagon wheels
Wheels
Woodworking
Woodworking industries
Woodworking machinery

Types of Materials:

Articles
Blueprints
Catalogs
Correspondence
Patents
Photographs
Price lists

Names:

Hoopes, Thomas, 1834-1925
Hoopes, William, 1830-1917

Places:

Pennsylvania -- West Chester
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Container Listing

Series 1: Operational Records , 1885-1964

Box 1, Folder 1 Business cards, undated

Box 1, Folder 2 Product Information, Constitition, By-laws and Letterhead, 1911, 1919

Box 1, Folder 3 Pricing and Product Data Book , 1927-1929
Notes: Includes black-and-white photograph of Wiltshire Brand, Ham-

Bacon-Lard-Beef-Lamb-Mutton truck, undated.

Box 1, Folder 4 Pricing and Product Data Book , 1927-1931

Box 1, Folder 5 Circular letters, surplus lists, discount sheets and catalog pages, 1931-1933

Box 1, Folder 6 Circular letters and information about wheels or tires, 1932-1934

Box 1, Folder 7 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, style of hubs, undated

Box 1, Folder 8 Adapter rings, correspondence, 1930

Box 1, Folder 9 Eastern Wheel Makers' Association, 1894-1899, 1902
Notes: File contains Constitution and By-Laws (1899), membership list, and

typescript and handwritten correspondence.

Box 1, Folder 10 Price Lists, 1885-1949
Notes: Includes a wide variety of ephemera for Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington

products and a wholesale price list for baseball and softball bats
(1949).

Box 2, Folder 1 Merchandising Survey, 1928-12-08

Box 2, Folder 2 Carriage Builders National Association, 1907

Box 2, Folder 3 National Hardwood Lumber Association Rules, 1917

Box 2, Folder 4 Standard Grading Rules for Vehicle Wheel Hickory Wood Stock, 1908

Box 2, Folder 5 Quotations, 1907, 1909

Box 2, Folder 6 Quotations, 1912

Box 2, Folder 7 Quotations, 1913
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Box 2, Folder 8 Quotations, 1914

Box 2, Folder 9 Quotations, 1915

Box 2, Folder 10 Quotations, 1916

Box 2, Folder 11 Quotations, 1917

Box 2, Folder 12 Quotations, 1918

Box 2, Folder 13 Quotations, 1919

Box 2, Folder 14 Quotations, 1920

Box 2, Folder 15 Quotations, 1921

Box 2, Folder 16 Quotations, 1922

Box 2, Folder 17 Quotations, 1923

Box 2, Folder 18 Quotations, 1924

Box 2, Folder 19 Quotations, 1925

Box 2, Folder 20 Quotations, 1926

Box 2, Folder 21 Quotations, 1927

Box 2, Folder 22 Quotations, 1928

Box 2, Folder 23 Quotations, 1929-1930

Box 2, Folder 24 Quotations, 1933, 1937

Box 2, Folder 25 Quotations, 1936

Box 2, Folder 26 Dimensions of Hoopes, Bros. & Darlington, English pattern Hub , undated

Box 2, Folder 27 Top forms required for defiance binder and record of catches or bends for straps,
1907-12-23

Box 2, Folder 28 Sizes for cupping hubs, undated

Box 2, Folder 29 Information for 12" bender for machinery, undated

Box 2, Folder 30 Sizes and heights of tires used on commercial trucks, 1912
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Box 2, Folder 31 Dimensions for Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington Savern spoke model , 1905

Box 2, Folder 32 Dimensions and other data for Savern hubs, 1914

Box 2, Folder 33 Best methods for drying dense hardwoods, 1910-08

Box 2, Folder 34 Instructions for setting up automatic spoke throater, [1910?]

Box 2, Folder 35 Instructions for running condensing kilns #1 and #3, Brookville Club oak spokes and
piece rim, 1908-01-24

Box 2, Folder 36 Directions for making elastic glue, 1905-09-07

Box 2, Folder 37 Dimensions for extension star hubs, undated

Box 2, Folder 38 Dimensions for Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington pattern hub, undated

Box 2, Folder 39 Miscellaneous parts and dimensions data , 1929-1931

Box 2, Folder 40 Weights Estimates, 1930

Box 2, Folder 41 Costs and Estimates, 1930

Box 2, Folder 42 Order Book (labor and material), 1896-1897

Box 2, Folder 43 Machine Shop Order Book # 1, 1921-1922

Box 3, Folder 1 Machine Shop Order Book #2, 1922-1924

Box 3, Folder 2 Machine Shop Order Book #3, 1924-1926

Box 3, Folder 3 [Machine Shop Order Book?], 1945

Box 3, Folder 4 Test Noteboook, 1950-1951

Box 3, Folder 5 Newspaper Clippings, 1964, 1966

Box 3, Folder 6 Horse drawn buggy, Ellsworth, Maine, 1902

Box 3, Folder 7 R-M steel felloe wheels on a car , [early 1900s?]

Box 3, Folder 8 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, 1964-06-09

Box 3, Folder 9 Aluminum Company of America, casting information , 1931-1933

Box 3, Folder 10 Auto Car Company, new costs, 1930
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Box 3, Folder 11 Brake Drums, 1930-1931

Box 3, Folder 12 Budd Wheel Company, 1926

Box 3, Folder 13 Cutter Data, 1930

Box 3, Folder 14 Diaries, lists for steel tires, undated

Box 3, Folder 15 Danly Machine Specialties, Inc. , 1932

Box 3, Folder 16 Electric Resistance, 1931
Notes: Trade literature for Thompson-Gibb Electric Welding Company.

Box 3, Folder 17 Firestone Steel Products Company, blueprints, 1924-1930

Box 3, Folder 117 Firestone Tire and Rubber Company , (bulk 1924-1930)

Box 3, Folder 18 G-E and Arc Welding, 1929-1930
Notes: Includes product literature and ephemera about welding.

Box 4, Folder 1 General Electric Company, manufacture of a wheel spider, undated

Box 4, Folder 2 Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Inc. , 1929

Box 4, Folder 3 Graton & Knight Manufacturing Company, undated

Box 4, Folder 4 Handles, 1924-1925

Box 4, Folder 5 Holabird Wheels, photographs, undated

Box 4, Folder 6 Hoopes Interchangeable Wheels, 1931-1932

Box 4, Folder 7 Hoopes-Parker Time Records and Costs, 1930

Box 4, Folder 8 International Nickel Company, Inc. Nickel Cast Iron News, 1931-1932

Box 4, Folder 9 Lumber Code Authority Bulletin, 1933-08-21

Box 4, Folder 10 Mack BG Model Wheels, 1930

Box 4, Folder 11 Mack Truck, Inc., branches and lists of New York City companies, undated

Box 4, Folder 12 Marquette Tool & Mfg., Company , undated

Box 4, Folder 13 Mechanical Handling Systems Inc., Mechanical Handling Notes, 1929-1930

Box 4, Folder 14 Mile Machinery Company , 1931
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Box 4, Folder 15 Pattern Improvements, 1929

Box 4, Folder 16 Pattern Improvements, 1929-1930

Box 4, Folder 17 Peerless Springs, Inc., correspondence, 1929-1933

Box 4, Folder 18 Push Cart Axles, 1933
Notes: Includes trade literature for Royersford Foundry and Machine

Company, Inc. and the Gwilliam Company.

Box 4, Folder 19 Rims and Wheels, 1931
Notes: File contains a Dealer's Handbook for Goodyear Airwheel Tires for

Passenger Cars, 1932.

Box 4, Folder 20 Steel Castings Development Bureau, The Bureau Bulletin, 1930

Box 4, Folder 21 Steel Data, 1930-1931

Box 4, Folder 22 The Texas Company, Lubrication, 1931

Box 4, Folder 23 Thompson-Gibb Production Welders, 1931

Box 4, Folder 24 Timken-Detroit Axle Company, 1930

Box 4, Folder 25 Timken axle list, undated

Box 4, Folder 26 West Tire Setter Company , undated

Box 4, Folder 27 Woodstock Association, constitution, by-laws and minutes , 1933

Box 4, Folder 28 Miscellaneous costs, 1931

Box 4, Folder 29 Miscellaneous data from H.B. Coleman office, 1933

Return to Table of Contents
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Series 2: Patent Materials, 1834-1936

Scope and
Contents:

This series consists of United States and foreign patents and patent correspondence documenting
the invention of wheels as well as some patent infringement cases.

Box 5, Folder 1 William Hoopes, Thomas Hoopes, Darlington Hoopes, and S.P. Hoopes, patent
correspondence , 1846

Box 5, Folder 2 Lists of patents, 1856-1869

Box 5, Folder 3 Notes about [French?] patents, 1834-1871

Box 5, Folder 4 Rules of Practice in the United States Patent Office, 1873-07

Box 5, Folder 5 Patent Laws, 1870-1874, 1870s

Box 5, Folder 6 Metal felloe wheel patents, 1919-1921
Notes: Consists of United States and foreign patents issued to Russell

Hoopes.

Box 5, Folder 7 Prior art search on dual rim mounting on spider type wheel, 1937

Box 5, Folder 8 Acton, Russell D. US 1,999,028. Dual Wheel, 1935

Box 5, Folder 9 Arnold, Gilbert James. US 1,147,477. Wheel with Detachable Rim, 1915

Box 5, Folder 10 Arrington, William J. Improvment in Carriage-Wheel, 1870

Box 5, Folder 11 Atkinson, Samuel. US 10,090. Wheel for Carriages , 1844

Box 5, Folder 12 Baachen, Maximillian. US 1,256,639. Metallic Vehicle Wheel, 1918

Box 5, Folder 12 Baachen, Maximillian. US 1,256,640. Metallic Vehicle Wheel, 1918

Box 5, Folder 13 Baker, Earl King, patents, 1916-1929, 1932

Box 5, Folder 14 Blackwood, Alexander Forbes. US 1,201,926. Wheel, 1916

Box 5, Folder 15 Booth, William N. US 1501,581. Demountable Rim Securing Device for Vehicle
Wheels, 1924

Box 5, Folder 16 Brink, Winfield S. US 1,919,499. Dual and Single Rim Wheel , 1933

Box 5, Folder 17 Brunner, Elmer F. US 1,838,050. Vehicle Wheel Rim, 1931

Box 5, Folder 17 Brunner, Elmer F. US 2,084,077. Vehicle Wheel Mounting, 1937
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Box 5, Folder 18 Bryant, Richard S. US 1,439,941. Rim for Vehicle Wheels, 1922

Box 5, Folder 18 Bryant, Richard S. US 1,163,736. Rim for Vehicle Wheels, 1915

Box 5, Folder 19 Burdette, Richard S. US 1,763,576. Wheel Assembly, 1930

Box 5, Folder 20 Burger, Frederick W. US 1,829,889. Wheel for Automobiles, 1931

Box 5, Folder 20 Burger, Frederick W. US 1,901,629. Dual Wheel, 1933

Box 5, Folder 20 Burger, Frederick W. US 2,001,407. Spacer Means for Dual Wheels , 1935

Box 5, Folder 20 Burger, Frederick W. US RE19,885. Dual Wheel , 1936

Box 5, Folder 20 Burger, Frederick W. US RE20,022. Dual Pneumatic Wheel, 1933

Box 5, Folder 21 Cole, John Clarence. US 1,151,086. Rim Construction for Dual Tires, 1915

Box 5, Folder 22 Cote, Clifford J. US 1,521,756. Wheel , 1925

Box 5, Folder 23 Cowles, Edard P. US 1,103,567. Motor vehicle, 1914

Box 5, Folder 24 Cruickshank, James A. US 1,592,518. Vehicle Wheel, 1926

Box 5, Folder 25 Dump, Jacob. US 100,873. Improvement in Carriage-Wheel Hubs, 1870

Box 5, Folder 26 Emmerich, John M. US 106,678. Improvements in Hubs for Carriage-Wheels, 1970

Box 5, Folder 27 Foster, Emory. US 1,379,809. Demountable Rim and Means for Fastening Same,
1921

Box 5, Folder 28 Funk, Richard A. US 1,064,066. Vehicle Wheel Rim, 1913

Box 5, Folder 29 Gibson, Hugh Cecil. US 986,452. Vehicle Wheel , 1911

Box 5, Folder 30 Godden, Christopher. US 59,385. Improvement in Wheels for Vehicles, 1866

Box 5, Folder 31 Guard, Chauncy Holmes. US 146,250. Wheels for Vehicles, 1874

Box 5, Folder 32 Elihu Hall and Company vs. Phineas Jones, William Baldwin and Eli Whitman,
1871-1872, 1881

Box 5, Folder 33 Elihu Hall and Company vs. Phineas Jones, Defendant's Pleadings and Proofs,
1876

Box 6, Folder 1 Elihu Hall and Company vs. Phineas Jones, William H. Baldwin and Eli J.
Whittemore, Complaint's Record , 1876
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Box 6, Folder 2 Handy, George A. US 1,862,218. Dual Pneumatic Tire, 1932

Box 6, Folder 3 Hawley, Charles Gilbert. US 1,399,719. Wheel for Automobiles, undated

Box 6, Folder 4 Heart. Charles. US 810,860. Wheel-Felly, 1906

Box 6, Folder 5 Holt, John W. US 1,685,130. Vehicle Wheel Structure, 1928

Box 6, Folder 5 Holt, John W. US 1,790,421. Wheel Rim Locking Structure, 1931

Box 6, Folder 5 Holt, John W. US 1,830,396. Mounting for Dual Rims, 1931

Box 6, Folder 6 Holt, John W. Wheel Body for Dual Demountable Rims, 1924

Box 6, Folder 6 Parker, Orrel A. Automobile Wheel, 1926

Box 6, Folder 7 Hoopes, Russell. Wheel structure drawings, 1927

Box 6, Folder 8 Jobski, Ott H. US 1,982,057. Adapter Ring, 1934

Box 6, Folder 9 Johnson William C. US 155,092. Improvement in Vehicle Wheels, 1874

Box 6, Folder 10 Kay, Lloyd D. US 1,526,913. Dual Tired Truck Wheel, 1925

Box 6, Folder 10 Kay, Lloyd D. US 1,640,339. Dual Tired Wheel, 1927

Box 6, Folder 10 Kay, Lloyd D. US 1,675,934. Dual Tired Truck Wheel, 1928

Box 6, Folder 10 Kay, Lloyd D. US 1,835,949. Dural Tired Truck Wheel, 1931

Box 6, Folder 11 Keith, Robert R. US 1,740738. Rim for Motor Truck Wheels, 1927

Box 6, Folder 12 Keller, George G. various wheel-related patents, 1931-1934

Box 6, Folder 13 Kenny, George and Samuel Forbes, patent materials, 1871-1872, 1882

Box 6, Folder 14 Keyes, Horatio. US 98,273. Improvement in Carriage Wheels, 1869

Box 6, Folder 15 Klaus, Fred K. US 1,769,296. Dual Wheel Structure, 1930

Box 6, Folder 15 Klaus, Fred K. US 1,816,380. Dual Wheel, 1931

Box 6, Folder 16 Krieg, Alfred. US 2,002,290. Dual Wheel Mounting, 1935

Box 6, Folder 17 Lajeunesse, Jules. US 260,999. Vehicle Web Hub, 1882

Box 6, Folder 18 Leavitt, Charles. US 34,149. Wheel Hub, 1862
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Box 6, Folder 19 Lomb, George W. US 591,771. Vehicle Wheel, 1897

Box 6, Folder 20 Mallinson, Frank K. US 1,378,968. Demountable Rim, 1921

Box 6, Folder 21 Malthaner, Sylvester A. US 1,941,405. Demountable Rim Wheel, 1933

Box 6, Folder 22 Maris, Jared. US 305,397. Vehicle Hub, 1884

Box 6, Folder 23 Miller, Phillip M. US 1,946,171. Motor Vehicle Wheel Construction, 1934

Box 6, Folder 23 Miller, Phillip M. US 1,966,823. Motor Truck Wheel, 1934

Box 6, Folder 24 Moore, William H.S. US 1,448,144. Truck Wheel, 1923

Box 6, Folder 24 Moore, William H.S. US 1,590,774. Motor Vehicle Wheel, 1926

Box 6, Folder 25 Mott, Otis W. US 1,403,439. Wheel, 1922

Box 6, Folder 26 Moyer, Fredellia H. US 1,116723. Demountable Rim, 1914

Box 6, Folder 27 Myers, Carmen A. US 1,109,173. Demountable Vehicle Rim, 1914

Box 6, Folder 28 Nelson Max C. US 1,818,573. Dual Wheel, 1931

Box 6, Folder 28 Nelson Max C. US 1,832,815. Wheel Mounting, 1931

Box 6, Folder 28 Nelson Max C. US 1,846,064. Wheel Structure, 1932

Box 6, Folder 29 O'Gorman, John S. US 1,192,222. Rim for Automobile Tires, 1916

Box 6, Folder 30 Olds, Noble G. US 127,638. Improvement for Wheels for Vehicles, 1872

Box 6, Folder 31 Park, Allan J. US 1,220,541. Demountable Rim, 1917

Box 6, Folder 32 Parker, Orrel A. US 1,294,825. Vehicle Wheel, 1919

Box 6, Folder 32 Parker, Orrel A. US 2,005,828. Wheel, 1935

Box 6, Folder 33 Putnam, Alden L. RE 15,358. Vehicle Wheel, 1922

Box 6, Folder 34 Rabsam, Charles F. US 1,395,362. Vehicle Wheel, 1926

Box 6, Folder 34 Rabsam, Charles F. US 1,576,225. Vehicle Wheel, 1921

Box 6, Folder 35 Rauch, John D. US 1,685,294. Motor Truck Wheel, 1928

Box 6, Folder 36 Rogers, Louis J. US 2,039,554. Vehicle Wheel for Demountable Rims, 1936
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Box 6, Folder 37 Sargent, William D. US 1,862,770. Wheel Drive, 1932

Box 6, Folder 38 Sarven, James D. US 3,079. Carriage Wheel, 1868

Box 6, Folder 39 Sarven, James D. US 17,520. Hub, 1857

Box 6, Folder 40 Charles Scott trademark infringement on Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, 1880

Box 6, Folder 41 Smith, Octavius Henry and Youngs Parfrey. Improvements in the Manufacture of
Carriage Wheels, 1853-05-10

Box 6, Folder 42 Stevenson, Andrew Creery. US 1,230,616. Rim and Wheel for Solid Rubber Tires,
1917

Box 6, Folder 43 Stockton, Thomas J. US 1,881,249. Joint for Split Rims, 1931

Box 7, Folder 1 Swain, Joseph G., various patents for wheels, 1931-1934

Box 7, Folder 2 Thrasher, John. US 52,341. Improvement in Wagon Wheel, 1866

Box 7, Folder 3 Urmston, John. US 172,592. Apparatus for Drying Hubs, 1876

Box 7, Folder 4 Vanderveer, Jewell W., various patents, 1929-1932

Box 7, Folder 5 Van Halteren, Andrew S. US 1,757,275. Steel Felly and Rim Construction, 1930

Box 7, Folder 5 Van Halteren, Andrew S. US 1,786,794. Demountable Wheel Spider, 1930

Box 7, Folder 6 Van Horn, Charles B. US 697,118. Felly Vehicle Wheels, 1902

Box 7, Folder 7 Wagenhorst, James H., various patents, 1917-1921

Box 7, Folder 8 Walkley, Frank H. US 1,478,493. Wheel, 1923

Box 7, Folder 9 Walther, George , various patents for wheels, 1921-1936

Box 7, Folder 10 Warner, Almon. US 61,900. Improvement in Hubs for Carriage Wheels, 1867

Box 7, Folder 11 Waterbor, Elmer F. US 1,912,110. Vehicle Wheel, 1933

Box 7, Folder 12 Welch, Charles K. US 589,235. Vehicle Wheel, 1897

Box 7, Folder 13 Whiting, Phineas. US 1,171,373. Demountable Rim, 1916

Box 7, Folder 14 Woodward, Alva W. US 913,351. Vehicle Wheel Mounting, 1933

Box 7, Folder 14 Woodward, Alva W. US 1,981,639. Dual Wheel, 1934
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Box 7, Folder 15 Woolsey, J.V. US 149,625. Hubs for Vehicle Wheels, 1874

Box 7, Folder 16 Zierath, William US 155,567. Wheels for Vehicles, 1874

Return to Table of Contents
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Series 3: Drawings, 1867-1955

Box 13 Index cards for blueprints
Notes: Index cards include the following information: name of blueprint,

blueprint number, blueprint filed, tracing filed and drawing field.
Presumably used internally by Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington. The cards
are arranged alphabetically.

Box 7, Folder 17 Automatic Spoke Lathe, drawing, undated

Box 7, Folder 18 J. G. Brill Company, blueprints, 1935

Box 8, Folder 1 Twister, blueprints, 1933-1934

Box 8, Folder 2 Chicago Surface Lines, wheel replacements to J.G. Brill Company, 1935

Box 8, Folder 3 New BG Wheels, blueprints, 1930

Box 8, Folder 4 Twister related data and lists for drawings, 1934

Box 8, Folder 5 Auto Car Company, blueprints, 1933

Box 8, Folder 6 J.G. Brill Company, trackless trolley data and blueprints, 1935

Box 8, Folder 7 J.G. Brill Company, blueprints for wheel parts, 1934-1936

Box 8, Folder 8 J.G. Brill Company, blueprints for model H-16, 1935-1936

Box 8, Folder 9 J.G. Brill Company, blueprints for wheels, 1928-1935

Box 9, Folder 1 Parker Wheel Company, blueprints, 1928-1933

Box 9, Folder 2 Wagons of America in Miniature by Ivan L. Concord Coach, built by Abbot-Downing
Company, Concord, New Hampshire, undated

Box 9, Folder 3 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35001-#35069, 1927

Box 9, Folder 4 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35076-#35115, 1927

Box 10, Folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35125-#35134, 1928

Box 10, Folder 2 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35152-#35159, 1928

Box 10, Folder 3 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35160-#35168, 1928

Box 10, Folder 4 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35176-#35189, 1928
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Box 10, Folder 5 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, blueprints for Parker Dual Wheel #35207-#35241,
#36004, 1929, 1937

Box 14, Folder 1 Wheels and axles used out of U.S. government escort materials purchased,
1930-1931

Box 14, Folder 2 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, axle nut and hub box drawings, 1952

Box 14, Folder 3 Jaxon Steel Products Division, blueprints, 1918-1924

Box 14, Folder 4 Rubsam Sales Company (Jackson, Michigan), blueprints for felloes, 1922-1927

Box 14, Folder 5 Mott Wheel Works (Utica, New York), blueprints for felloe, 1914-1922

Box 14, Folder 6 Survey of Wheel Manufactutory of Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington by National Museum
of American History and technology, 1969-06

Box 14, Folder 7 Dimensions for Sweet concealed band hubs, undated

Box 14, Folder 8 Standard Dimensions of Warner Hubs, undated

Box 14, Folder 9 Keyes, Horatio. US 98,273. Improvement in Carriage Wheels, 1869

Box 14, Folder 10 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Bolster plate drawing, circa 1930s

Box 14, Folder 10 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, threaded shank drawing, undated

Box 14, Folder 10 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Norway ski drawing, 1936

Box 14, Folder 10 Liggett Spring and Axle Company, colt cart axle drawings, 1945

Box 14, Folder 11 Shop sketches, circa 1930s

Box 14, Folder 12 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, floor plan layout of auto wheel and wagon wheel room,
1923?

Box 14, Folder 13 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Plat Survey, 1955

Box 14, Folder 14 Peerless Springs, Inc., Drawings for Twister and Knotter, 1930-1934

Box 14, Folder 15 British patent search about the Baker, Wheel and Rim Company , 1932

Box 14, Folder 16 Lathrop Dorman, patent-related materials , 1867-1875

Box 15, Folder 1 Peerless Springs, Inc., Drawings for Knotter, 1930-11-25

Box 15, Folder 2 Peerless Springs, Inc., Blueprints for Knotter, 1933
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Box 15, Folder 3 Peerless Springs, Inc., Drawings for Knotter, 1933-11-1933-12

Box 15, Folder 4 Peerless Springs, Inc., Drawings for Knotter, 1934-09

Box 15, Folder 5 Peerless Springs, Inc., Drawings for Twister, 1930-1934

Box 15, Folder 6 Peerless Springs, Inc., Blueprints for Twister, 1934

Box 15, Folder 7 Peerless Springs, Inc., Blueprints for Twister #1 , 1934-09

Box 15, Folder 8 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Blueprints for Twister, 1934

Map-folder 1 American Wheel Company, Mill Building, 1899, 1907

Map-folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, hand truck profiles, 1970

Map-folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Factory Building, Second Floor Plan, undated

Map-folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Factory Building, North Elevation, undated

Map-folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Shop H, Second North End Floor Plan, 1926-01

Map-folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Floor Plan of Layout of Machine Locations, Building H,
undated

Map-folder 1 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Floor Plan of Layout of Hub and Spoke Room, Building
B, First Floor, undated

Return to Table of Contents



Series 4: The Last Wheel Works Film Project Records Hoopes Bro. & Darlington, Inc., Records
NMAH.AC.1578

Page 18 of 19

Series 4: The Last Wheel Works Film Project Records, 1968-1969, 1978

Scope and
Contents:

This series consists of documentation for the "The Last Wheel Works: The Industrial Archaeology
of a Wood Wheel Manufactory," a 16mm film produced in 1975 and sponsored by the Smithsonian
and the Eleutherian Mills-Hagley Foundation about the manufacturing process employed by Hoopes
Brothers & Darlington, a wooden wheel producer located in West Chester, Pennsylvania.

The materials consist of notes, project proposals, correspondence, film scripts, drawings of floor
and site plans, sequence and work flow charts for the processes of making a wooden wheel, and
photographs. The 16mm film is located at the Hagley Museum and Library.

Box 11, Folder 1 Correspondence about project, 1968-1978

Box 11, Folder 2 Hoopes, Bro. Project Proposal, 1968-1969

Box 11, Folder 3 Script Drafts, 1968

Box 11, Folder 4 Drawings of floor plans and machine parts by Robert Vogel, 1969

Box 11, Folder 5 Drawings of Automatic Spoke Lathe (copies), 1889

Box 11, Folder 6 Sequence and flow charts for wheel processors, 1969

Box 11, Folder 7 Wheel sequence, 1969

Box 11, Folder 8 Pencil Sketches of Wheel Elements, undated

Box 11, Folder 9 Wheel Making Process, 1969-10-30

Box 11, Folder 10 Wheel Making Process, undated

Box 11, Folder 11 Glossary of Terms, undated

Box 12, Folder 1 Robert Howard, Slide Lecture, 1969-10

Box 12, Folder 2 Hoopes Process, pre-edit version, 1969-10-30

Box 12, Folder 3 Thomas Hoopes, Jr., interview transcript, 1969
Notes: Oral history conducted by interviewers, John Scafidi and Allen Ryff.

Box 12, Folder 4 Site Investigation of Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, Wood Wheel Manufacturers,
Society for Historical Archeology, 1970

Box 12, Folder 5 Project photographs, 1969
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Box 12, Folder 6 Hoopes, Bro. & Darlington, photographs , 1966-06

Return to Table of Contents
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