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Collection Overview

Repository: National Museum of the American Indian

Title: Lomen Brothers Studio copy negatives from Alaska and Canada

Date: 1896-1915
1920

Identifier: NMAI.AC.164

Creator: Lomen Bros.

Extent: 73 Copy negatives

Language: English .

Summary: This collection of copy negatives was taken approximately between 1896 and
1920 by the Lomen Brothers Studio among Inuit communities in Canada and
Inupiaq communities in Alaska. Photographers include the Lomen brothers
and Albert D. Kinne (1835-1925).

Administrative Information

Acquisition Information
Photographs received and copied from the Glenbow Museum in a 1967 exchange.

Processing Information
Collection record written by Mikaela Hamilton, Archives Center Intern in 2020.

Preferred Citation
Identification of specific item; Date (if known); Lomen Brothers Studio copy negatives from Alaska and
Canada, image #, NMAI.AC.164; National Museum of the American Indian Archives Center, Smithsonian
Institution.

Restrictions
Access to NMAI Archives Center collections is by appointment only, Monday - Friday, 9:30 am
- 4:30 pm. Please contact the archives to make an appointment (phone: 301-238-1400, email:
nmaiarchives@si.edu).

Conditions Governing Use
Permission to publish materials from the collection must be requested from National Museum of the
American Indian Archives Center. Please submit a written request to nmaiphotos@si.edu. For personal
or classroom use, users are invited to download, print, photocopy, and distribute the images that are
available online without prior written permission, provided that the files are not modified in any way,
the Smithsonian Institution copyright notice (where applicable) is included, and the source of the image
is identified as the National Museum of the American Indian. For more information please see the
Smithsonian's  Terms of Use  and NMAI Archive Center's  Digital Image request  website.

https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
http://nmai.si.edu/explore/collections/archive/digital-image-requests/
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Biographical / Historical

The Lomen Brothers Co. Was a photography studio founded in Nome, Alaska in 1908 by brothers Carl, Harry, Alfred,
and Ralph Lomen. Gudbrand J. Lomen originally came to Nome, Alaska with his son George as part of the 1900
gold rush. G.J. Lomen soon established a profitable law practice in Nome. In 1903, G.J. Lomen's wife, daughter
Helen, and sons Ralph, Harry and Alfred moved from Minnesota to join him in Nome. G.J. Lomen's son George
arrived in Nome in 1906, opening a men's furnishing store in 1907. The family was involved in many commercial
and civic interests including law, the Lomen Reindeer Corporation, lighterage, and retail.

In 1908, the brothers bought a photographic studio. Carl, Harry, Alfred, and Ralph Lomen were partners in the
business. Harry managed the studio, and all four took photographs; however, Alfred became the most avid
photographer. As part of their photography business, the Lomens regularly purchased the negatives of several other
photographers including Dobbs, Nowell, Goetze and Kinne to be reissued under the Lomen Brothers Co. studio
name. Their photographs focused on a variety of subjects related to Nome and the surrounding areas, including
Nome mining operations, business in Nome, dogsled teams, ships and boats, aviation, and indigenous communities
throughout Alaska and Canada.

In September 1934, a fire destroyed their studio along with 25,000-30,000 negatives and 50,000 commercial prints.
Approximately 3,000 negatives were salvaged. The Lomens never reopened their photography business. By the
1940s they had all moved to Seattle, Washington, where George died in 1934, Alfred in 1950, Harry in 1957, and
Carl in 1965.

Adapted from Archives West, Orbis Cascade Alliance.

Scope and Contents

This collection is currently unprocessed. Copy negatives include N35405–N35477.

Arrangement

Arranged by catalog number.

Names and Subject Terms

This collection is indexed in the online catalog of the Smithsonian Institution under the following terms:

Subjects:

Inuit
Iñupiaq [Kingikmiut/Wales, Alaska]
Iñupiaq [Kinugumiut/Kingegan/Cape Prince of Wales]

Cultures:

Inuit
Iñupiaq [Kingikmiut/Wales, Alaska]
Iñupiaq [Kinugumiut/Kingegan/Cape Prince of Wales]

Places:

Nome (Alaska)
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Prince of Wales, Cape (Alaska)
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